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ADVERTISEMENT, 


About  the  middle  of  laft  year,  1 
had  prepared  for  the  prefs  fome  reflexions 
upon  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  which  at  that  time 
appeared  to  me  very  little  known,  or  very  ill 
nnderftood  in  the  public  of  this  country. 

Upon  the  firft  intimation  of  the  proje6l 
of  a  Legislative  Union,  I  paufed  up- 
on this  defign,  the  utility  of  which  became 
in  a  conliderable  degree  fuperfeded  by  it ; 
and  I  turned  my  attention  in  filence  to  the 
progref:>  and  fuccefs  of  that  great  meafure, 
to  which  it  was  impoffible  not  to  forefee 
fome  of  the  principal  obftacles  and  motives 
of  oppolition.  But  it  is  but  very  lately  that 
I  perceived  any  advantage  in  a  public  dif- 
cuffion  of  them,  in  the  particular  light  in 
which  they  prefented  themfelves  to  my  view. 

The 


(   a  ) 

The  peculiar  manner  in  which  the  offer  of 
Union  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  has  been 
received  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  Ire- 
land,  and  the  delicacy  that  conftantly  occurs 
in  a  free  examination  of  the  fubjeft  upon 
this  fide  of  the  water,  have  determined  me 
to  make  public  the  following  Confiderations. 
The  truth  of  them,  I  flatter  myfelf,  will  be 
felt  where  it  is  moft  ufeful  :  though,  per- 
haps, under  the  prefent  circumllances,  it 
could  not  fo  properly  or  fo  ftrougly  be 
infifted  upon  in  any  public  or  refponfible 
quarter,  as  from  the  calm  and  privacy  of  the 
clofe't. 


CON. 


C0NS1DER.AT10NS,  &c. 


When  the  great  queftion,  which  is  the  fubjedt 
of  the  prefent  Confiderations,  was  firfl:  whifpered 
in  the  world,  it  feeined  to  ftrike  upon  the  minds  of 
men  with  a  peculiar  mixture  of  anxiety  and  de- 
light, till  it  fubfided  for  a  time  in  a  general  fufpence 
and  aftonifhment. 

But  this  fituation  of  the  public  fentiment  did 
not  arife,  as  I  apprehend,  from  the  novelty  or  the 
magnitude  of  the  meafure,  nor  from  any  prefump- 
tion  of  a  jull:  oppofition  or  rational  diflike  on  the 
part  of  Ireland,  to  fo  happy  and  fo  glorious  a  ter- 
mination as  it  held  out  to  her  crimes,  her  fufFer- 
ings,  and  her  dangers. 

The  conftant  and  earned  declarations'  of  the 
mod  oftenfible  perfons  in  that  kingdom,  of  the 
perfons  higheft  in  fituation  and  higheft  in  popula- 
rity, entirely  forbade  and  excluded  that  apprchen- 
fion.  They  had  loudly  and  repeatedly  announced, 
"  That  things  could  not  remain  upon  their  prefent 
eftablifhment ;  that  commercial  jealoufy  was  roufed  ; 

that 
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that  it  would  increafe  with  jtwo  independant  Legif- 
latures  ;  that  the  feeds  of  feparation  were  fown  in 
the  final  fettlement  of  1782  ;  that  feparation  of  in- 
terefl:  would  bring  on  feparation  of  Connexion.*' 
The  public  opinion  had  kept  in  even  tenor  with. 
the  warnings  of  Irifli  ftatefmen,  and  the  fenfe  of 
practical  evils,  the  dreadful  courfe  and  career  of 
calamities  which  every  pofl  divulged,  and  which 
advanced  and  expanded  with  progreffive  force  and 
fwiftneft,  till  they  bore  off  happinefs,  and  peace, 
and  virtue,  from  that  devoted  landj  had  prepared 
the  public  for  any  meafure  of  vigour  and  autho- 
rity, as  they  had  legitimated  every  a£t  of  vigilance 
and  power. 

Still  lefs  could  the  novelty  of  the  propofal  hme 
excited  furprife.  It  had  been  fpecifically  recom- 
mended, in  times  comparatively  fortunate,  by  the 
ableft  flatefmen,  and  political  authorities,  upon 
both  fides  of  the  water  :  and  in  one  period  of  her 
hiftory  it  had  been  folicited  by  Ireland  herfeif. 
But  it  was  the  peculiar  charader  and  quality  of  the 
remedy,  compared  with  the  excefs  and  virulence  of 
the  evil  ;  it  was  the  novelty,  not  of  the  thing,  but 
of  the  circumflances  to  which  it  was  adapted,  and 
the  greatnefs,  not  of  the  meafure,  but  of  the 
mind  which  dictated  it,  that  created  fufpence  and 
aftonifhment. 

That  the  local  mif-government  or  misf"ortunes  of 
Ireland,  Ihould,  inflead  of  forfeitures  and  penal- 
ties, be  made  to  operate  to  her  advantage  and 
glory  ;  that  indead  of  a  perpetual  military  govern- 
ment, and  a  trembling  dependance  upon  the  crown 

of 
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of  England  for  a  daily  and  precarious  exigence, 
the  parliament  of  Dublin  fhould  be  courted  to  take 
its  feat  in  the  capital  of  the  Empire,  and  mix  and 
biend  with  the  general  reprefentation  ;  that  the 
Catholic  fliould  be  invited  to  a  gradual  participa- 
tion of  civil  and  political  equality,  and  this  in  the 
midft  of  the  crimes  of  one  and  the  weaknefs  of  the 
other,  was  juftly  entitled  to  admiration  and  applaufe 
— but  that  which  tranfcendently  filled  and  delighted 
the  mind  of  every  good  and  honorable  perfon,  was 
the  dignified  and  confcious  purity  of  the  policy  of 
Great  Britain,  oppofed  to  the  perfidious  j^radice 
and  immorality  of  her  enemies.  After  fo  many 
years  of  a  w^ar,  in  which  they  had  refpeded  no 
right,  no  law,  nor  principle  of  humanity  ;  in 
which  the  repofe  and  virtues,  the  enjoyments  and 
endearments  of  fecial  life  were  the  objeds  of  hof- 
tility,  and  fuccefs  but  a  new  and  advanced  point 
of  attack :  in  which  fhe  had  feen  her  people  ex- 
pofed  to  every  artifice  of  cool  and  cruel  malignity  ; 
debauched,  mifled,  perverted ;  difciplined  in  re- 
volts, and  familiarifed  with  maffacres :  after  fhe 
had  feen  her  (fate,  during  feven  years,  affailed  and 
mined  by  force  and  fraud,  and  the  balance  of 
Europe  overthrov/n  by  violence  and  treachery  ; 
What  was  the  meafure  of  her  retaliation  and 
revenge  ?  What  was  her  ambition,  and  where 
did  fhe  feek  her  relative  aggrandizement  ?  She 
turned  her  eyes  not  to  conqutfls  and  equiva- 
lents, but  to  internal  improvement,  to  the  difco- 
very  and  advancement  of  her  own  means  and  re- 
fources,  to  the  amelioration  of  her  own  condi- 
tion, 
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tion,  to  the  unity  and  confolidation  of  her  own 
ftrength,  to  her  own  defence,  profperity,  and  power. 
In  the  midft  of  warfare  fhe  cuhivated  the  arts  of 
peace  ;  fhe  repaired  her  own  errors,  recalled  her 
people  from  fedudions,  and  brought  her  diftant 
provinces  under  a  nearer  influence  and  infpeQion  ; 
fhe  extended  her  arms  to  every  part  of  her  domi- 
nions, and  preffed  her  extremeft  dependencies  to 
her  bofom,  while  flie  girt  the  mighty  Whole  together 
in  one  compreffing  chain,  one  common  bond  of  in- 
terefl,  afFeQion,  and  fecurity. 

Behold  her  equivalent!  contemplate  this  aug- 
mentation of  her  power  and  greatnefs !  examine  her 
policy  !  probe  her  ambition  to  the  quick  ! — mark  if 
fhe  wj-ithes  or  fnrinks,  if  there  be  any  tumour,  or 
any  foulnefs  there  !  while  the  pretended  deliverers 
of  mankind  prolong  their  polluted  reign,  and  found 
their  difadrous  hopes  in  the  wounds  and  corruptions 
of  humanity,  in  the  difeafe  and  difTolution  of  fociety 
itfelf ! 

When  men  could  withdraw,  their  eyes  from  this 
objed  of  honeft  exultation  ;  and  had  turned  theii 
thoughts  to  the  critical  and  difpaffionate  difcuffion  of 
the  fubied  itfelf,  it  feemed  that  the  great  meafurc  of 
an  incorporate  Union  between  the  two  countries  had 
naturally  refolved  itfelf  on  the  firfl  afped  into  thefe 
important  queftions,  by  the  folurion  of  w^hich,  its 
fate  would  be  decided — '  Whether  the  Parliaments 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  were  competent  to  treat 
for  their  conflituents  ?'  and  ^  whether  the  treaty 
propoied,  v;ere  beneficial  to  the  contrading  par- 
ties ?'    But  it  appears  to  have  been  confidered  by 

^he 
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the  ttoufe  of  Commons  in  Ireland  in  another  and  a 
Very  different  point  of  view  befides  that  of  its  utility, 
and  this  of  their  own  competency  and  right  to  de- 
tide  it.  In  that  affembly,  it  did  not  lie  between  the 
advantages  and  relative  interefts  of  the  two  countries 
in  the  Union,  which  feemed  virtually  to  be  acknow- 
ledged, but  it  was  fuppofed  to  contain  fomething 
humiliating  to  the  pride  and  dignity  of  Ireland. — 
It  was  not  confidered  as  an  injury  which  England 
defignedj  but  an  infult  which  (he  offered  to  a  great 
and  independent  nation.  With  that  feeling  the  Houfe 
vety  naturally  refufed  to  entertain  it  for  a  moment. ' 
With  a  jufl  and  becoming  fpirit  they  rejeded  the 
difcuffion  at  once  ;  though  by  a  meafure  fo  precipi- 
tate and  uhufual,  they  doubtlefs  incurred  feme  im- 
putation of  difrefped  to  the  crown,  and  of  ingrati- 
tude to  the  parent-country.  • 

It  is  neceffary  that  this  point  fhould  be  clearly 
land  diftindlly  underflood  ;  and  necefTary  to  af- 
certaiii  \vhether  the  feelings  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons v/ere  as  jufl  and  proper  as  their  condu<5l  un^ 
doubtedly  was  while  they  were  governed  by  them. 
For  it  would  be  ungenerous  to  fufped  of  that  Af- 
fembly,  that  they  would  have  rejedled  with  fcorn, 
and  refuted  to  difcufs  altogether,  a  great  national 
meafure  recommended  by  their  fovereign,  unlefs 
they  had  thought  it  on  the  one  hand  to  imply 
fome  infult  and  degradation  to  the  nation  they  re- 
prefent,  and  on  the  other  to  be  fo  evidently  ad- 
vantageous to  it,  in  an  interefted  point  of  view, 
as  to  expofe  the  people  to  the  temptation  and 
danger  of  overlooking  the  affront  in  the  utility  cf 

R  tiie 
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the  ofTer:    Upon  any  other  fuppofition  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  account  for  fo  wide  a  departure  from  the 
crtablifhcd  rules  and  pradice  of  a  deliberating 
AlTembly  as  the  moving  a  previous  quefiion  upon 
a  nicffage  f^om  the  throne,  and  fliiitting  the  dif- 
.cuflion  in  liininc  upon  afubje^l  of  the  very  higheft 
moment  thatev^er  came  before  them.    For  to  take 
it  the  other  ivay :  if  the  ofT^r  was  fuppofcd  to  be 
difadvantageous  to  Ireland,  or  unpopular  to  a 
great  extern  in  the  country,  then  it  would  have 
come  certainly  to  be  rejected  upon  difclofure  and 
difcuffion  ;  and  that,  with  the  double  infamy  and 
Aigma  deferved  bot:i  by  the  affront  and  the  in- 
jury ;  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland 
.epuld  have  had  no  motive  for  depriving  the  Bri- 
tilh  miriifter  of  the  full  mafs  of  mortificarioii  that 
awaited  him. 

In  that  manner  the  fame  Affembly  had  a6led  in 
1785  upon  the  occafion  of  the  commercial  pro- 
pofitions.    They  faid  that  England  fold  them  com- 
.  merce  for  conftitution,  and  bartered  her  trade  for 

their  independence.  This  meafure,  therefore, 

after  full  and  long  debates,  and  minute  invelli- 
gation  and  publicity,  they  refufed  with  fcorn,  to 
the  confafion  and  difappointment  of  its  projedor. 
But  upon  the  prefent  propofition  they  were  not  fo 
fare  of  the  fenf^  and  high  fpirit  of  the  public. — 
"They  were  fearful  left  the  benefits  propofedby  the 
Union  fliould extinguifh  ail  fenfe  of  the  affront^ 
and  they  wifely  and  honed ly  withheld  the  tempta- 
tion from  the  people.  I  cannot  but  applaud  the 
fpirit  and  prudence  of  the  Houfe  as  one  v.^ho  would 

never 
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aever  expofe  the  people  to  fuch  a  danger  and 
temptation:  as  one  who  would  not  put  it  in  their 
power  to  decide  amifs,  nor  comply  w'ltii  them  if 
they  did  :  as  one  who  thinks  the  obfequioufnefs  of 
a  government  towards  their  fugitive  and  m'iftaken 
will,  a  fpecies  of  the  very  word  cowardice  and 
treafon,  and  the  wlil  of  the  peopie  no  excufe  for 
the  compliance  of  a  government  in  any  diraRrous, 
or  difhonourable,  o'  dangerous  mcafarc. 

But  whii^i  I  applaud  the  condud  of  the  Iriili 
Houfe  of  Commons  under  the  impreifions  which 
governed  them,  I  entertain  very  confiderable 
doubts  whether  thofe  impreffions  were  natural  and 
juft  ;  and  I  think  it  very  important  to  aicertain  th^t 
point,  becaufe  it  is  from  that  alone,  that  it  is  pof- 
.  fible  to  combitieof  fore.fee  th^i  fate  of  the  propo- 
fal.  If  thefe  imprePiions  were  founded  in  riglit 
reafon, there  is  no  doubt  but  that  tl.at Affembly  will 
perfevere  in  the  courle  they  have  taken  ;  but  if 
they  were  the  momentary  effects  of  warmth  and 
national  irritability,  we  may  cxpecl  from  their 
good  fenfe  and  their  virtue,  fuch  a  temperament, 
iis  will  at  leafi  admit  the  difcuffion,  and  collci^f 
the  public  fentiment  with  regard  to  it. 

it  feems  to  me  in  the  fivfl:  place,  that  foiue  of 
the  prejudices  whirh  exiii  In  Ireland  againft  the 
incorporation,  are  real  and  honcll  prcjudii.es  ;  and 
■  that  we  may  have  contributed  to  create  them  our- 
feives  by  fatal  gifts,  and  flaiteriiig  appellations. — 
AVhoever  has  attended  to  the  courfe  of  public 
affairs,  and  public  opinio?.,  mull  jjavc  fo^jud  oc- 
f.sfion  to  remark  the  in^ucnce  of  a  word  or  a 
B  3  phrale 
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phrafe  iipora  the  minds  of  men  ;  and  if  we  had 
from  miftaken  tendernefs  to  Ireland  permitted 
lofty  or  endearing  founds  to  charm  her  ear  from 
the  true  knowledge  of  her  ftate,  we  fhould  doubt- 
lefs  partake  whatever  blame  were  due  to  the  de- 
lufion.  If  we  had  granted  independence  to  the 
moft  wretched,  ill-governed,  and  dependant  co- 
lony upon  the  furface  of  the  globe  ;  if  we  had 
dignified  with  the  name  of  Sifter-kingdom  a  fet- 
tlement  of  Englifh  who  had  neither  fubdued  nor 
gained  the  country  they  inhabited  :  nor  won  by 
arms,,  nor  tamed  by  wifdom  and  generofity,  the 
barbarous  natives  of  the  foil ;  fhould  we  be  totally 
exempt  from  the  folly  or  the  fault  of , the  planter 
whofe  ideas  we  had  bewildered  and  confufed  ?  It 
is  impoffible  without  pity  for  the  human  ipind, 
to  confider  the  abufe  of  words  and  the  mifchiefs 
that  refult  from  it.  From  this  perverfion  and  un- 
certainty, fometimes  weak,  and  fometimes  mali- 
cious, flow,  as  from  their  fource,  thofe  horrors  which 
appear  more  glaring  from  their  folly  :  and  crimes, 
whofe  worft  and  mofl  atrocious  charafter  is  their 
mixture  of  abfurdity  and  guilt.  While  we  have 
laviflied  thefe  feducing  pames  upon  our  colony, 
and  foothed  her  into  the  fond  belief  of  imperial 
greatnefs  and  equality,  what  are  the  kind  and 
grateful  epithets,  what  the  fond  and  endearing 
blandlflimeuts  ihe  pays  us  in  return  ?  The  Sifter- 
kiDgdom  calls  us  Foreigners/'  and  the  inde- 
pendant  ftate  makes  a  mighty  merit  of  her  prefer- 
ence for      Brltlfh  ':oiuiexion.''    Foreigners  and 

Connexion  ! 
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Connexion  !  But  we  deferve  no  better,  for  wcl3e- 
gan  the  folly,  and  are  the  firft  deceivers.  Fo- 
reigners and  Connexion  !  Are  we  not  their  parent  ? 
Are  theynotour  own  blood  ?Are  they  not  governed 
by  our  laws  ?  Are  they  not  defended  by  our 
fword  ?  Are  they  not  maintained  in  their  power, 
in  their  religion,  in  their  conftitution,  in  their 
lands,  by  the  proteding  arm  and  parental  vigi- 
lance  of  England  P 

To  fuch  an  extent  of  prejudice  does  this  fatal 
ambiguity  or  perverfion  of  terms  prevaiWn  what- 
ever regards  this  deluded  colony,  that  it  is  become 
iH^polfible  (unlefs  we  are  merely  fpeaking  geogra- 
phically) to  know  what  is  meant  by  the  word  Ire- 
land itfelf.    We  have  occafion  for  explanation  or 

definitions  at  every  turn.-r  Sometimes  it  is  the 

great  majority  of  the  people,  fometimes  it  is  the 
fettler  ;  now  it  is  the  great  population  of  the  natives 
in  arms,  t^ud  now  the  independent  colony  tremb- 
ling at  its  difparity  ;  here  it  is  the  reprefentative  of 
a  handful  of  proteftants ;  there  the  dired'ory,  and 
the  catholic  republic.  Out  of  this  confufion  it  is 
indifpenfable  to  colled  fome  order,  and  to  be  able 
to  convey  and  exprefs  our  meaning  in  didind  and 
pofitive  language.  I  am  unwilling  to  give  offence 
any  where,  and  am  far  from  intending  it  ;  but  I 
do  not  exped  to  probe  thefe  long  and  ulcerous 
fores  without  giving  pain  ;  if  I  could,  the  gangrene 
has  taken  place,  and  there  is  no  remedy  but  am- 
putation. 

It  is  painful,  no  doubt,  to  withdraw  the  eve 
from   thefe  ambitious  dreams  of  federal  crowns 

and 
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and  independent  fenates,  to  fend  back  through 
the  ivory  portal  thefe  flattering  images  of  power 
and  greatnefs,  and  prefent  the  bloody  and  dif- 
guftlng  mirror  of  realities.  But  is  it  my  fault  if 
the  Britifh  colony  in  Ireland  cannot  read  its  ftate, 
or  recoiled  its  origin,  or  perceive  its  dangers  ? — 
Am  I  to  blame,  if  it  fleeps  on  the  brink  of  ruin, 
or  for  awakening  it  ? 

Would  God  we  lived  in  times  v/hen  we  might 
flumber  on  in  delightful  or  tranquil  vifions,  when 
we  might  rock  ourfelves  to  refi:  with  innocent  flat- 
teries and  delufions  !  We  have  been  roufed 

with  a  mighty  peal,  and  have  armed  by  \he 
flaflies  of  contiguous  conflagrations.  But  if  we 
cannot  fee  the  avenging  power  that  overturns  our 
gates,  and  the  trident  that  fhakes  our  foundations, 
we  fhail  neither  fave  our  religion,  nor  our  parents, 
•nor  our  children;  and  exchange  at  befl  our  def- 
tiny  for  an  unprofitable  and  inglorious  revenge  ! 

The  hiflory  of  the  Irilh  nation  begins  with  the 
conqueft  of  Ireland.  All  that  precedes  is  falfe  or 
doubtful,  obfcure  or  utterly  unknown,  a  prover- 
bial fable,  forged  to  inlult  the  fenfe  and  outrage 
the  credulity  of  mankind.  All  ufeful  knowledge 
of  it  is  coeval  with  Eaglin:i  connexion."  It  is 
true  this  connexion  v/as  parentage  with  the  co- 
lony and  conqueft  with  the  natives,  Kence  fol- 
lowed a  double  duty,  of  which  it  is  to  be  forever 
lamented  that  we  have  not  ^icquitted  ourfelves 
with  equal  juflice  ;  for  conquefl  brings  duties  with 
it  as  well  as  colonization.  We  owed  protedion 
and  encouragement  to  our  fettler,  but  inflrudion 

and[ 
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and  the  gradual  amelioration  of  his  condition  , to 
the  native.    Such  in  the  beginning,  after  Henry 
the  Second  accepted  the  perjurable  fealty  of  Ire- 
land, and  received  the  whole  ifland  into  homage 
as  a  fief  of  his  crown,  was  the  pious  policy  of 
the   time.     The  converfion   of   her  barbarous 
hordes  to  chriftianity,  the  reftridion  and  fubordi- 
nation  of  her  favage  ariftocracy  of  Sheiks  and 
Beys,  were  the  benefits  that  great  prince  conferred 
upon  the  Irifh.    If  in  fuccelTive  periods  the  pro- 
grefs  of  civilization  has  not  kept  pace  with  the 
advancement  of  the  parent  country,   I  think  it 
more  efpecially  to  be  attributed  to  the  great  im- 
policy of  Henry  the  Eighth  at  the  reformation, 
when  the  feuds  of  religious  difference  became  fu- 
peradded  to  the  inextinguiihable  quarrel,  and  ren- 
dered the  flate  of  the  conquered  andthe  fettlermore 
hoftile  and  rancorous  than  in  the  moment  of  ufur- 
pation.  If  the  fovereigns  between  him  and  his  great 
predecefTor  are  juftly  chargeable  with  omifhon  in 
neglecling  the    civilization   or  incorporation  of 
the  natives,  the  colony  itfelf  from  that  time  is  to 
.  be  accufed  of  that  exclufive  and  ungenerous  po- 
licy, which  has  depreiTed  and  degraded  the  human 
charader  itfelf  in  the  form  of  the  native  Irifli ; 
,  and  if  England  is  to  be  condemned,  as  fhe  jufily 
may  be,  it  is  for  her  criminal  indulgence  to  her 
colony,  and  her  inadivity  and  inattention  to  the 
natives  who  were  entitled  to  her  prote£lion. 

But  it  is  the  more  to  be  lamented  that  the 
crown  of  England  fhould  have  omitted  to  accom- 
pliih or  attempt  the  incorporation  of  Ireland  be- 
fore 
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tore  or  at  the  period  of  the  reformation  ;  hcCzilfi 
by  that  event  it  became  in  a  great  meafure  impoffi^ 
ble  for  the  Britifh  colony  iifelf  to  cfTed  any  thing 
favourable  to  the  native,  or  to  work  with  fmcerity 
for  his  improvement,  and  the  advancement  of  his 
condition.  They  w^Ke  placed  at  a  wider  diftance  ^ 
new  barriers  had  fprnng  up  between  them  ;  and 
while  the  fee  of  Rome,  which  had  granted  Ire- 
land to  a  pious  prince,  never  ceafed  to  conteft  it 
with  his  heretic  fucceflbrs,  the  colony  had  new 
Gangers  to  provide  againft,  or  new  injuries  to  re- 
venge. 

I  am  not  preparing  to  fhew  the  progrefs  of  thefe 
natural  and  religious  diflenfions,  too  legible  iii 
the  word  pages  of  our  hiftory,  but  it  is  an  object 
of  the  greateft  confequence  to  confiderit  withun-^ 
biaffed  meditation,  in  order  to  determine  this  irai- 
portant   queflion   with   fidelity   and  precifioii. 

Whether  it  be  poflible  for  the  Britifh  colony  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  natives  ?"  James 
the  Firft  feems,  of  all  our  princes,  to  be  entitled 
to  commendation  for  his  falutary  efforts  in  that 
amiable  work,  but  the  liberality  of  fucceeding 
times  has  been  conftaatly  overpowered  and  de- 
feated by  the  obftacles  I  have  here  related. 

It  is  certainly  a  matter  very  little  to  our  honour 
in  any  point  of  view,  that  after  a  period  of  fix 
hundred  years  fo  little  progrefs  fhould  have  been 
made  in  the  conciliation  of  the  minds  of  the  Irifh, 
in  the  amelioration  of  their  condition,  or  ia  their 
fufion  and  intermixture  with  the  colony.  It  cannot 
be  without  our  own  fault  and  reproach,  that  v/e 
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have  not  effe^lually  interfered  in  their  favour,  and 
cdiUjDelled  our  plantation  to  a  more  jufl  and  enlight- 
ened policy  with  regard  to  them  ;  and  the  accumu- 
lated fancour  of  fo  many  centuries,  now  burft  at  laft 
upon  their  heads,  will  be  a  dreadful  caution  toothe'r 
conquerors  how  long  they  retain  thefc  odious  dif- 
tin^ions,  and  defer  the  complete  union  and  incorpo- 
ration of  their  acquifitions. 

It  is  the  practice  of  our  enemies  to  reproach  this 
country  with  every  evil  and  every  accident  that  has 
ever  befallen  Ireland.  But  if  ever  their  accufations 
had  been  juft,  or  they  had  fought  for  any  truth  or  any 
argument  to  fuppoft  them,  they  would  have  re- 
proached us  for  our  long  delay,  protradion,  and 
omiffion,  of  this  very  meafure  of  Union  which  we 
are  now  accufed  by  fome  of  our  colonifts  of  prefent- 
ing  premature  and  untimely  to  their  independerft 
parliament  ;  it  is  our  cruel  indifference  to"  the 
inftfuQion  and  well-being  of  the  tiative,  iind 
t)ur  obfequious  tendernefs  to  the  fettler ;  it  is, 
that  the  "  final  fettlement'*  of  Ireland  has  been 
deferred  through  fo  many  reigns ;  that  we  are  noio 
atternpting  that  which  ought  to  have  been  perfected 
by  every  prince,  at  leall  fmce  the  Reformation.  It 
is  that  we  have  not  incorporated  ;  that  we  have  ilbt 
dolie'dur  d\ity  by  the  fubjeds  we  acquired;  that 
we  have  fuffered  them  to  preferve  the  memory  of 
an  original  wrong,  and  to  remain  in  a  flate  of  igno- 
rance, rudenefs  and  barbarifm,  worfe  in  its  effefts, 
and  more  degrading  in  its  nvatuie,  than  that*  in 
which  our  fathers  found  thehi  fix  centuries  be- 
' lore.  "  ' 
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If  we  look  to  any  part  of  the  cor^tinent  which  has 
been  conquered,  inherited,  or  acquired  by  any  other 
ftate,  we  fiiall  not  find  the  fame  impolicy,  and  I 
muft  add,  the  fame  cruelty  as  oiir  own  ;  for  though 
I  will  never  vindicate  or  advife  meaiures  of  violence 
and  injuflice,  I  have  no  fcruple  to  fay  that  there  is 
no  violence  more  cruel  than  negle£t,  and  no  injuf- 
tice  equal  to  the  cold  continuance  of  the  miferies 
we  found.  Not  that  the  meafures  we  have  purfued 
in  Ireland  have  been  always  free  from  adive  violence 
and  exceflcs  ;  both  Cromwell  and  William  the 
Third  made  cruel  retaliations  upon  the  rebellious 
native,  and  exa6led  grievous  forfeitures  and  confif- 
cations.  If  we  were  reproached  for  thefe  deeds  of 
theirs  by  the  catholic  and  the  attainted  only,  I  would, 
not  complain  of  our  accufer,  I  would  afk  alone  if  a 
century  of  kindnefs  cannot  efface  our  fathers'  feve- 
rity  ?  But  when  the  grantees  of  Cromwell  and  the 
king,  when  the  children  of  their  foldiers,  and  the 
heirs  of  their  rapacity  reproach  us  with  their  own 
gains,  w  hen  they  accufe  us  of  their  own  crime,  and 
array  the  fpoil  and  plunder  they  have  feized,  amongil 
the  articles  of  our  impeachment,  I  know  not,  I  con- 
fefs,  with  what  temper  to  anfwer  them,  whether 
with  fcorn  or  argument :  nor  whether  their  grofs 
abfurdity  proceeds  from  the  confufion^^of  their  own 
underftandings,  or  their  contempt  for  ours  i  But 
let  the  crinies  of  centuries  be  blazoned  out  ;  let  the 
annals  of  rancour  and  revenge  be  ranfacked,  and 
the  avarice  and  cruelty  of  thefe  conquerors  be  drefT- 
ed  in  all  the  colours  of  popular  exaggeration,  ftill  [ 
think  their  crime  of  omiffion  was  greater  than  their 
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crime  of  commiflion,  and  thair  cruelty  in  not  unit- 
ing Ireland  worfe  than  their  cruelty  of  confifcation. 
Cromwell,  it  is  well  known,  would  have  united 
Holland,  fo  that  the  policy  could  not  have  been  un- 
known to  him  ;  and  William  had  that  occafion  and 
opportunity  which  have  recurred  after  an  hundred 
years,  with  the  fame  crimes,  and  wickeder  rebeliions,^ 
Another  century  has  found  the  fame  feuds,  the 
fame  mafi^icres,  the  famf;  untamed  ferocity,  the 
fame  unreclaimed  barbarity  in  the  I'riih  people  ;  and 
it  has  fortunately  found  the  fame  power  and  fortuae 
of  the  Britifh  arms  defending  their  conqu^ft,  and 
maintaining  their  colony.  What  is  the  refult  of  all 
this  experience,  w^hat  the  wifdom  we  may  learn  in 
fhis  dreadful  fchool  ? 

Shall  we  fuffer  thefe  evils  to  remain,  and  thrive, 
and  fpring  up  again  ?  or  lay  the  axe  iv>  the  vivacious 
root  which  we  have  lopped  fo  often,  and  to  fo  little 
purpofe  ?  Shall  we  profit  by  the  cruel  Iciu^ns  of  ad- 
verfity,  or  perfevere  in  this  career  of  tvih  to  new 
maffacres  and  imperiftrable  rebellions  ?  Shall  w-c 
perform  that  which  we  condemn  every  fovereign 
jind  every  adminiftratlon  for  negle^lhig,  or  imitate 
their  n  eg  led  in  fpite  of  our  condemnation,  and  in 
ipite  of  the  unutterable  calamities  that  iItc'I'ii  from 

IT? 

That  the  native  Irifh  iliould  retain  [heir  hofHlIty, 
appears  to  me,  1  coniels,  iiruicr  the  circumdances  I 
have  fet  down,  more  unwile  tliim  unnatural.  That, 
remaining  in  the  (late  aim o [I  of  their  barbarous  an- 
ceftors,  thev  (hould  retain  iheir  pafiions,  and  com- 
mit their  excellcs that  they  rrix.4ald  remember  injii- 
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lies  which  have  never  been  elFa£ed,  and  mal^e  con^ 
tinual  claim  upon  lands  from  which  they  have  been 
difpofTefled  by  ufurpers  who  have  extingui(hed  their 
crime  by  no  benefits,  no  affimilation,  no  adoptioi)— 
that  they  fhould  complain  of  non-refident  landlords, 
^nd  a  chain  of  leafes  between  the  owner  and  the 
tenant  of  the  foil ; — that  they  fiiould  repine  at  pay* 
ing  taxes  to  a  colony  they  hate,  and  tithes  to  a 
clergy  they  abhor — and  finally,  that  fore  with  real 
wrongs,  and  intoxicated  with  vifions  of  Hberty  ;  de- 
ceived by  foreign  gold,  and  the  artifices  of  domeftic 
treafon,  they  fliould  be  goaded  or  guided  into  rebel- 
lion— I  confefs  it  appears  to  me  both  as  natural  and 
5is  imprudent  as  the  empire  of  the  paflions  ufually  is 
found  to  be.  But  when  I  hear  the  colony  itfelf 
complain  of  our  yoke,  and  accufe  us  of  opprelTions — • 
when  I  hear  the  very  perfons  guilty  of  all  thefe 
wrongs,  or  for  whofe  fake  they  have  been  perpetrat-* 
cd,  impeach  us  of  their  own  crimes,  and  of  our  Qon.'* 
nivance,  I  protefll  am  at  a  lofs  whether  to  attribute 
it  to  the  fuppofed  confufion  of  their  ideas,  or  to 
the  perverfity  of  their  heart.  I  have  more  indulgence 
for  the  catholic  confpirator,  than  for  the  protellant 
complaint  ;  his  principle  is  to  be  traced  in  the  h^art 
of  man.  and  his  motives  lie  deep  in  the  very  nature 
<3f  his  being.  I  know  not  of  any  calamity  or  dan- 
ger that  has  reached  or  threatened  J^ngland,  where 
his  conduct  has  not  been  uniform  and  direcV.  Has 
there  been  a  difputcd  title,  a  pretender  to  the  crown, 
u  pfeudc-prince,  or  a  rebellion  ?  he  has  joined  them 
r.ll,  a?  Jo  many  cccafions  to  afiert  his  right,  and 
fhake       the  tvrannv  of  England.    lie  is  the  aliv 
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of  Perkin  Warbeck,  and  pf  James  the  Secv^iid.— 
From  Henry  the  Seventh  to  the  king's  jllnefs,  he 
has  watched  his  opportunity  of  einai;icip'4tipn  and 
revenge.  It  is  now  only  that  bis  cpnduQ  is  be^come 
abfurd,  when  England  offers  Union,  and  as  the 
confequence  of  it,  emancipation  :  now  that  fl^ie  has 
at  length  adopted  that  Hberal  and  enlightened  po}icy 
which  will  place  him  uppi^  die  fame  footing  as  iieF 
colony,  and  admit  him  to  ^he  full  pajrticipation  oi 
the  bleflings  of  her  imperial,  free,  and  equal  confci- 
tution.  It  is  wifer,  indeed^  to  become  a  Briton, 
than  to  nourj/h  an  eternal  and  unprpfi^jible  hoftiKty. 
It  is  wifer  to  be  admiited  into  the  foyereignty,  ^hau 
to  make  war  upon  it.  To  unite,  is  wifer  than  to 
tear  open  early  wounds^  and  perfevere  in  inter min« 
able  quarrels. 

But  if  he  prefers  the  diclates  of  hi§  paiTipns;  if 
he  is  the  dupe  of  piiefts,  of  fpreigners,  of  political 
reformers,  of  parties  and  promifers  ;  if  it  requires 
ftill  other  leffons  of  calamity  and  freili  ablutions  of 
blood  to  efface  thefe  revengeful  hopes.,  and  prepare 
^  happier  and  more  pious  choice,  1  commife^ate  his 
error,  and  feel  indulgence  for  the  po^^erful  move- 
ment of  his  foul ;  1  cherifh,  too,  the  flattering  hopq 
that  it  is  the  lafl.  conteft,  and  that  the  iiTue  or  it  ^y{li 
effed  thisv.ery  Union,  the  neceiTity  of  v/hich  it  wiil 
eftablilh,  though  too  late  for  his  own  happinefs  and 
the  prefent  falvation  of  his  country. 

From  this  miferable  and  preponderant  part  of 
Ireland,  I  turn  to  that  portion  of  it  defeended  froiii 
our  own  loins,  and  nourifted  with  our  own  blood 
and  treafure  :  to  that  portion  which  is.  enthroned 
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upon  the  necks  of  the  great  population  of  the  coun- 
try^ and  upheld  in  its  dangerous  pre-eminence  by 
the  power  of  the  parent  ftate  ; — to  that  portion,  our 
own  grantees  and  colonifts,  who  have  forgotten'their 
birth,  and  denied  their  name  ;  who  difown  the  hand 
that  enfeoffed  them,  and  flill  guards  their  title  j 
which  planted  them  on  the  foil,  and  maintains  them 
there ;  which  gave  them  power,  and  now  gives  them 
impunity.  I  turn  to  that  portion  of  Ireland  which 
mufl:  (land  or  fall  with  us  in  fpite  of  its  dreams  of 
independence,  which  is  uniti-d  in  fpite  of  forms, 
and  identified  in  defiance  of  parchments ;  which  it 
our  arrn  be  withdrawn  but  a  moment,  will  be  tram- 
pled into  the  ground  it  ufurps,  and  which  thinks  it 
an  indig*nity  to  be  incorporated  into  our  ftat^,  and 
admitted  to  our  empire. 

We  have  read  of  a  plant,  the  produce  of  I  know 
not  what  fabulous  Ifland,  the  property  of  whofe 
fruit  it  was  to  take  away  all  memory  of  the  native 
country,  all  gratitude,  regret^  and  defir^  of  it.  But 
though  our  colony  ihould  have  fed  on  it  to  fullnefs,  I 
think  they  might  trace  their  origin  in  the  hatred  and 
antipathy  of  the  natives,  in  their  own  fuflerings  and 
dangers.  I  think  they  might  read  it  in  characters 
of  their  owT.  blood,  and  by  the  light  of  their  own 
conflagrations.  I  think  the  favage  who  tortures 
their  cattle,  who  cuts  down  their  woods,  who  befieg- 
es  their  houfes,  who  waylays  their  ftewardand  their 
prodor,  who  alginates  ^ their  witnedes  ami  their 
magiftrates ;  I  think  he  tells  them  at  every  Hep  tliat 
they  are  English — I  think  the  peafant  who  brings 
his  writ  of  right  in  arms  againft  their  property,  telU 
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them  they  are  English— I  think  in  every  crime, 
and  every  calamity,  they  are  forbidden  to  forget 
that  they  are  English. 

Had  our  colony  been  profperous  and  fecure— =-had 
It  grown  and  flouriflied  under  our  fhade  till  it  were 
capable  of  empire  and  independance — could  Mr. 
Fofter  or  Mr.  Grattan  tell  us  that  '  the  natives  are 

*  fubdued  by  their  kindnefs,  and  delighted  with 
'  their  yoke ;  that  the  whole  country  is  united  and 

*  incorporated  within  itfelf ! — Could  they  fay,  we 

*  are  in  fad  independant  of  you  and  all  the  world 
^  — we  are  independant  of  all  farther  fupport  and 

*  afliflance  from  you,  we  dread  no  rebellion,  we 

*  fear  no  army  of  '  avengers,'  we  rule  in  peace,  we 

*  refide  upon  our  lands,  where  we  blefs  and  inftrud 

*  our  faithful  tenantry ;  we  wa^ch  their  education, 

*  we  difpel  their  ignorance,  we  command  their  af- 
'  fedions  by  the  benefits  we  confer — to  your  armed 

*  empire  we  have  fubftitated  the  reign  of  gratitude  ; 
'  our  ftate  is  adult  and  firm  ;  we  exift  by  our  own 
'  induflry,  by  our  own  means  and  efforts,  and  re- 

*  quire  no  future  ai^l  or  interference — why  do  you 

*  come  to  interrupt  our  tranquillity  ?  to  break  our 
'  repofe,  to  didurb  our  perfect  happinefs  ?  have  v/e 
'  invoked  your  afTiftance  ?  have  we  called  out  to 
'  you  ?  have  we  confeffed  any  weaknefs  or  diforder 
<  in  our  ftate  ?  have  the  natives  revolted  ?  are  we 
'  invaded  by  foreigners  ?" — Had  this  been  the  cafe, 
and  1  could  have  heard  a  language  like  this,  I  have 
not  fo  read  the  lefTon  of  America  that  I  Oiould  now 
be  aftonifhed  or  affeded  by  them :  I  have  not  fo 
Qudied  the  hiflory  of  ungrateful  profperity,  that  I 
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/hould  now  be  rurprifed  at  the  power  of  the  example 
and  the  repetition  of  the  crim6.  But  that  the  ftern 
rugged  nurfe  fhould  breathe  the  fame  poifonous 
counfels  as  the  painted  bawd  ;  that  wholfome  Ad- 
verfity  and  flattering  Success  fliould  give  the  fame 
treacherous  advice, — I  confefs  it  confounds  the  very 
faculties  and  ufes  of  the  mind. 

Had  our  IriOi  colony  been  as  happy  and  profper- 
ous  as  our  American — -had  (he  enjoyed  the  fame 
good  fortune,  and  become  as  capable  of  indepen- 
dence, I  ftill  do  not  fee  that  wich  the  experience  of 
that  event,  it  would  have  been  wife, and  defirable  for 
her  to  have  travelled  in  the  fame  fleps  ;  and  1  think 
it  very  material  to  dwell  a  little  upon  this  obfervati- 
on,  becaufe  there  can  be  no  manner  of  doubt  but 
that  this  fingle  ad  of  national  ingratitude,  has  prov- 
ed the  fignal  of  the  diffolution  of  the  civilized  world, 
that  it  has  (haken  every  flate  and  every  form  of  go- 
vernment  to  its  centre,  and  loofened  the  founda- 
tions of  fociety  itfelf.  Unhappy  England  !  There  was 
no  Cordelia  amongft  ail  her  daughters ;  Regan 
turned  her  from  the  doar  to  the  rude  pelting  of 
the  pitilefs  ftorm,  and  Gonetill  denies  her 
hundred  knights. 

But  it  is  not  England  that  it  is  neceffafy  t6  can- 
fider ;  (he  has  triumphed,  hithetto,  over  all  her 
eneniies  and  all  her  traitors,  and  over  the  worft  of 
all  her  thanklefs  children.  When  1  look  to  Ame- 
rica, I  diftinguifh  the  crime  but  not  its  utility ;  I 
fee  every  thing  but  the  profit  of  ingratitude.  Is  (he 
happier,  or  greater,  fmce  fhe  ceafed  to  be  a  part  of 
Britain  ?  Are  her  taxes  lighter  ?  Is  her  commerce 
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proteQed  better  ?  Is  her  government  more  refpe6led 
or  fecure  ?  While  fhc  belonged  to  England^  what 
flranger  dared  opprefs  her  ?  Who  plundered  her 
merchants,  or  infulted  her  flag,  or  fuborned  hef 
people  ?  What  Frenchman  didated  to  her  councils  ? 
What  impofitions  did  (he  lay  upon  her  land  ? 
What  difunion — what  diffolution  threatened  her? 
Did  (he  live  or  linger  then  by  the  care  of  a  declin- 
ing hand  ?  Did  the  frail  tenure  of  an  old  man's  life 
fuftain  and  comprefs  her  provinces  together  ?  Did 
flie  hold  the  empire  not  by  her  ftrength,  but  the 
approach  of  her  weaknefs,  and  the  expectation  of  a 
better  opportunity  to  divide  and  difmember  her  ? 
— Ohj  biit  {he  is  independent !  Ihe  enjoys  the  fo- 
vereign  rights  and  fuprcitie  arbitrement .  or  empire  $ 
fhe  fends  ambafladors  ;  fhe  levies  armies; ;  flie  pre- 
pares fleets ;  and  decides  on  peace  and  war^  For 
thefe  advantages,  he  is  a  feeble  ftatefman  indeed, 
who  will  not  pardon  a  little  ambition,  and  a  little 
ingratitude. — Prove  then  that  thefe  are  advantages.  I 
fee  her  ambafladors  infulted  or  unheard,  expelled  or 
ranfomed  j  I  fee  taxes  raifed  to  pay  forces,  but  they 
are  to  contain  her  own  revolts  :  to  defeat,  not  the 
armies,  but  the  plots  of  foreigners.    1  fee  fleet&,  but 
fhc  dares  not  employ  them.    I  fee  taxes  and  arms, 
but  neither  war  nor  peace.    I  fee  treaties,  but  it  is 
with  England,  whom  fhe  abandoned  and  abjured. 
I  fee  that  tutelary  alliance,  that  maternal  flag, 
protect  the  commerce  for  which  America  facrificed 
every  moral  duty,  and  fo  many  political  advantages. 
I  fee  this  cruel  parent,  whom  fne  defefted  and  be- 
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trayed,  maintain  her  among  the  nations,  and  up- 
hold her  perifhable  ^late  amidfl  the  fadions  that 
prey  upon  her  vitals. 

America,  however,  had  driven  her  favages  be- 
hind her  frontiers  ;  flie  bad  conquered  and  repelled 
the  viild  barbarian  whom  (he  could  not  civilize. 
By  the  impolitic  peace  of  1763,  we  had  delivered 
her  from  the  neighbourhood  and  hoftility  of  France, 
and  fhe  demanded  to  be  foris-familiated,  like  a  prof- 
peroiis  child  whofe  fortune  has  corrupted  his  heart. 
Has  our  fettlement  in  Ireland  even  this  excufe  ?  h 
there  any  thing  in  common  between  the  date  of 
thefe  two  colonies  ?  In  Ireland,  the  native  prowls  un- 
conquered  and  untamed,  confined  with  no  pale,  and 
forced  behind  no  barrier — -France  is  at  her  door 
and  in  her  chamber — and  while  flie  bellows  inde- 
pendence,'* (he  is  the  prey  of  miferies  unknown 
and  unheard  of  by  the  reft  of  men  ;  of  crimes,  for 
which  the  names  are  uninvented,  of  which  the  know- 
lege  muft  be  buried  in  dark  eternal  filence,  where 
no  found  is  heard,  nor  eye  may  penetrate,  fealed  by 
difguft  and  horror,  and  guarded  by  the  wounded 
dignity  of  humanity  itfelf ! 

America,  as  it  appears  to  me,  I  own,  was  happy 
and  refpedable,  was  fortunate  and  fecure,  when  (he 
begah  her  crime,  and  affeded  her  independance. 
Her  independance  too  was  real  and  effectual.  It  w^as 
perfe<^  in  all  its  parts;  (lie  abjared  our  crown  as 
well  as  our  legiilature,  and  (he  became  a  fovereign 
by  her  ingratitude.  Yet  if  I  look  at  this  fovereign 
ftate,  and  all  her  dangers  and  divifions — if  I  con- 
template 
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template  the  peculiar  evils  of  her  conftitution,  ad- 
mired I  think  by  none  cf  the  wife  aad  provident, 
and  commended  only  by  the  fpeculift  and  the  jaco- 
bin  as  examples  of  revolution  and  impui^ ity :  if  1  con- 
fidcr  her  prefent  ftate,  and  the  circumftances  upon 
which  Ihe  advances,  1  arr.  fcr.rcely  to  be  reftrained 
from  affirming  that  there  is  nothing  but  union— 
this  very  meafure  of  union  and  incorporation,  of 
all  her  Provinces — that  can  fave  and  defend  her  : 
or  extricate  her  from  the  dangers  and  perplexities 
of  that  federal  independence,  which  has  neither 
defended  Holland,  nor  Switzerland,  por  the  em- 
pire of  Germany. 

From  the  cafe  of  America,  v;ho  has  feparated, 
we  are  naturally  led  to  that  of  Scotland,  who  has 
united  herfelf  with  England  ;  and  I  confefs  it  ap- 
pears to  me  not  a  little  Cngular,  that  I  fhould 
have  been  fo  little  anticipated  upon  one  of  the 
great  and  leading  points  of  that  argument ;  which 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  half  fo  interefting, 
hor  half  fo  powerful  from  analogy  as  from  contrafi:. 
The  analogy  extends  no  farther  than  the  probable 
confequences  of  a  parallel  experiment— but  the 
contrail:  comprifes  the  whole  general  chcumftance 
and  polition  of  the  two  countries  previous  to  the 
experiment  ;  and  the  inference  follows  with  accu- 
mulated and,  1  think,  in  eiiilible  force,  in  favour 
of  the  prefent  mcfure  ;  fmce   experience  has 
fhewn,  that  under  circumllances  of  fo  unpromif- 
ing  a  difference,  that  Union  has  flill  proved  for- 
tunate, and  furpafifed  the  moft  fanguine  predic- 
tions of  the  great  flatefmen,  who  were  the  authors 
of  it.    In  the  Scottifn  union,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  dif- 
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cover  any  tircuniflances  of  refemblancc  to  the 
prefent  meafure,  befidcs  the  accidental  union  of 
the  two  crowns  upon  the  fame  head.    Was  Scot- 
land a  colony  of  ours  ?  Was  Scotland  planted  and 
watered  by  our  hand?  Had  it  grown  and  fiourifhed 
under  our  protedling  fhade  ?  Was  the  property  of 
Scotland  in  the  hands  of  Englifhmen?  Was  the 
parliament  elected  by  Englifhmen,  and  compofed 
of  Englifhmen  to  the  exclufion  of  the  antient  oc-  - 
cupants  of  the  foil  ?  Had  the  laws,  the  religion, 
the  conftiiutiou,  and  the  language,  and  the  ftatc, 
been  transported  thither  from  this  parent  country  ? 
From  the  firfl  union  of  the  crowns  to  the  begin- 
ning of  Queen  Anne's  reign,  the  legiflative  union 
had  been  a  fubjed  of  deep  deliberation.  Scotland 
had  to  melt  and  blend  with  a  mtion  of  "  foreign- 
ers," and  with  foreigners  her  antient,  and,  as  it 
was  then  faid,  her  natural  enemies.    Her  wounds 
•were  yet  green  and  (tiff:  reciprocal  hatreds,  alternate 
triumphs,  a  frontier  dcfolated  and  famous  from 
eternal  warfare,  and  a  hiflory  full  of  nothing  but 
the  injuries  and  invafions  of  England,  were  but 
little  propitious  to  this  nev/and  wife  defign.  There 
Avas  much  to  be  forgotten  or  forgiven — natural 
jealoufies,'  old  antipathies,  national  pride  and  fa- 
mily refentments,  were  all  to  be  toothed  and  won 
over  by  the  evident  utility  and  advantage  of  the 
union.    Scotland  befides  pofleffed  an  a(5\ual  and 
efficient  independence  ;  fhehad  a  real  fovereignty 
to  fubfcribe  and  furrendcr  to  the  united  parlia- 
ment ;  fhe  had  a  valuable  coniideration  to  con- 
tribute for  the  wealth,  the  fecurky  and  the  dignity 
Hie  received. 

But 
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But  is  this  the  cafe  of  the  Irlfh  planter  ?  is  his 
independance  real,  or  any  thing  but  a  dangerous 
and  delufive  found,  which  tempts  him  to  the  rock, 
and  draws  him  to  the  wliirlpool  ?  Is  he  indcpen- 
dant  of  France,  who  pours  her  avengers  upon  the 
land?  or  independant  of  three  millions  of  natives, 
who  cUim  his  eftate  with  title-deeds  and  pikes? 
or  independant  of  England,  who  defends  him 
with  her  fhips,  her  foldiers,  and  even  her  militia  i 
Yet  Scotland  preferred  to  yield  this  real  indepen-, 
dance,  fo  dear  to  her  early  prejudice,    ^he  pre.i 
ferred  the  fubflantial  ufeful  gloi;y  of  a  Goiximon 
fceptre  and  an  imperial  legiflature,  \o  the  dull  pri- 
vilege pf  provincial  greatnefs  and  municipal  am- 
bition.   After  centuries  of  cruel  hoftilities,  fruit- 
ful of  wretchednefs  and  glory,  fhe  fublided  into 
her  true  a^id  jufl:  pofition,  and  incorporated  with 
her  mighty  ji^ighbour,  to  whom  fate  and  nature 
had  awarded  the  feat  of  empire.     Now  then 
comes  th^  qvieftion  of  analogy.    Has  fhe  repented 
of  her  prudence,  of  her  true  and  wife  magnani- 
mity ?  Is  the  Britifh  name  lefs  glorious  than  the 
Scots?    Is  population,  is  commerce,  is  internal 
peace,  a  motive  for  repentance?  Are  improve- 
ment, arts  and  civilization,  or  the  well-being  of 
life,  motives  for  repentance  ?  Have  we  violated 
the  treaty— have  we  impofed  tribute — have  we 
a'5uled  our  imperial  power,  or  betrayed  the  con- 
fidence of  the  kingdom  we  united  with  ?  If  all 
this  experience  is  loft  and  thrown  away  ;  if  this 
analogy  and  contraft  are  both  ineffedual,  I  know 
not  what  argument  can  reach  the  deep-rooted  prcr 
judice  of  Ireland. 

If 
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If  the 'Offer  of  union  therefore  cannot  be  taken 
as  an  infult  to  our  colony;  if  America  has  not 
been  much  benefited  by  feparation  ;  if  Scotland 
has  never  charged  us  with  breach  of  faith  or  par- 
tial exercife  of  dominion  over  her  ;  if  there  be 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth  no  condition  more  glo- 
rious, or  more  happy  than  that  of  Britons  \  and  if 
to  extend,  participate,  and  fully  communicate  all 
the  blelTings  we  enjoy,  be  entitled  to  fome  com- 
mendation and  to  fome  return,  it  v/ill  not  I  truft 
be  too  much  to  expc6l  from  the  returning  good 
fenfe  and  temper  of  the  ma  jority  of  the  IriPn  Houfe 
of  Commons,  that  the  difculTion  m.ay  at  leafi:  be 
permitted  of  this  meafure  ;  the  principle  of  which 
appears  to  have  fo  many  claims  to  their  grati- 
tude. 

The  que^^ion  of  competency  (if  that  is  ferioufly 
a  queftion)  is  the  next  in  order ;  ^.nd  then  the  ge- 
neral utility  and  fairnefs  of  the  .meafure  itfelf. 
But  it  is  not  my  intention,  for  the  prefent  at  leaft, 
to  examxine  the  particular  merit  of  every  claufe 
and  condition,  Vvhich  can  only  be  difcufTed  with 
any  beneficial  effedl,  and  I  fe^r,  only  with  r,ny  . 
candour,  by  commiffioners  on  both  fides,  who 
fhall  be  already  fatisfied  of  the  pure  and  honour- 
able charader  of  the  proceeding,  of  the  cpmpe- 
tency  of  the  two  parliaments,  and  of  the  recipro- 
cal advantage,  dignity,  and  fecurity,  Vv'hich  it  is 
their  objedl  to  procure  and  confirm  to  both  king- 
doms. 

As  to  the  queflion  of  competency,  I  fhall  add 
but  one  argument  to  thofe  which  have  been  urged 

M'ith  . 


(    31  ) 

with  fuch  refiftlefs  energy  on  both  fides  of  the 
water ;  and  that,  becaufe  it  is  addreffed  to  thofe 
perfons,  whofe  fanciful  and  dangerous  dodlrines 
would  unhinge  the  civilized  world  ;  who  deny  the 
power  of  fiatcs  and  governments  and  legiflatures, 
and  would  afienible  in  plains  or  forefls  upon  every 
new  cafe  and  occurrence,  the  population  of  an 
empire,  to  colle£l  the  votes  of  labourers  and  fliep- 
herds.  I  think  the  abfurdity  of  their  opinion  is 
merged  and  drowned  in  its  depravity  ;  the  bitter 
malice  and  fubtlety  of  their  fcheme  fwallows  up 
its  madnefs  and  impradicable  folly.  But  I  would 
aflc  them  upon  their  own  principle,  and  according 
to  their  own  reafoning,  what  right  the  Britifh  par- 
liament pofTefTed  in  1782,  without  confulting  nu- 
merically the  people  of  Britain,  to  furrender  the 
fovereign  controul  and  fupremacy  of  the  Eritifh 
legiflature  over  their  colony  in  Ireland?  What 
right  had  Britain  to  abandon  three  m.illions  of  ca- 
tholics to  the  difcretion  of  the  colony,  without 
the  confent  of  every  (hop  and  every  cabin  in  the 
four  provinces  ?  I  would  afk  them  what  right  the 
Parliament  of  Ireland  poirefTed  in  1782,  to  accept 
that  fatal  boon,  w  ithout  confuking  the  people  of 
Ireland  in  the  fame  manner?  Do  rhcy  mean  to  fay 
that  parliaments  are  competent  when  themfelyes 
approve  their  meafures,  and  incompetent  when 
they  differ  from  them  ?  Does  the  authority  of  the 
ftate,  and  the  exercife  of  the  conftltution,  depend 
upon  their  approbation  or  concurrence  ?  or  is  par- 
liainent  competent  to  contrad,  and  not  to  rcfcind 
a  contrad — to  bind,  and  not  to  loofen  ?  Do  they 
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ftiean  to  fay  that  we  had  no  authority  t6  cede  the 
colonies  of  America?  or  that  we  have  no  compe- 
tence to  fever  Ireland  and  abandon  it  to  France  ? 
They  will  not  go  this  length.  I  know  it,  but  their* 
argument  does  ;  for  it  denies  the  validity  of  every^ 
legiflative  ad,  of  every  great  national  fettlement, 
becaule  the  votes  of  the  multitude  have  not  been 
coWe^Xcd  ^er  capita.  It  would  neither  leave  order, 
government,  nor  authority  in  flates,  nor  peace 
between  them  ;  it  would  revoke  into  doubt  and 
litigation  every  a6l,  ever^  treaty,  and  every  pria* 
ciple,  by  which  the  condud  of  nations  has  been, 
governed  or  their  misfortunes  terminated. 

If  It  is  contended  that  parliaments  are  compe- 
tent to  procure  advantage  and  general  good,  but 
not  to  part  with  Or  alienate  them  ;  I  lhall  anfwer, 
that  this  is  a  begging  of  the  queflion  ;  for  we  affert 
the  union  to  be  advantage  and  general  good.  But 
it  is  not  only  a  begging  of  the  queftion,  but  a 
confufion  of  the  terms  j  for  competency  does  not 
intend,  nor  conclude,  nor  refped  wifdom.  An 
ufurper  has  made  wife  and  wholefome  laws,  and  a 
legal  prince  abfurd  and  unjufl  ones  :  yet  the  com- 
petency is  with  the  legal  prince.   For  competency 
depends  upon  a  juft  authority,  and  not  upon  the 
ufe  of  it.    This  is  material  for  me  to  ftate,  who 
am  preparing  to  fhew,  that  trie  ad  of  1^/82  (the 
legality  of  which  who  doubts  muft,  in  my  opinion, 
be  very  weak  or  very  wicked)  was  an  ad  very  im- 
prudent and  very  prejudicial  to  the  people  of  Ire- 
land. 
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By  that  adi,  1  cohfefs  I  think  that  the  parlla- 
nients  oi  the  two  kingdoms  did  mean  to  come  to 
ia  FINAL  SETTLEMENT  ;  though  there  exifts  great 
authority  to  prove  that  there  were  {latefmen  on 
both  fides  the  water  who  fa iv  either  the  danger, 
the  infufficiencyjOr  the  nulhty  of  the  a£l.  I  think 
the  public  of  both  kingdoms  interpreted  it  in  that 
light,  and  in  that  light  I  think  it  was  condemned, 
and  lamented  by  every  man  of  feeling,  reflexion, 
and  fagacity. 

It  was  an  adt  extorted  by  the  bafe  ingratitude  of 
our  Irifh  colony,  from  the  feeblenefs  and  calamity 
of  our  ftate.  It  was  an  a6l  of  ambitious  violence, 
impofed  upon  us  while  we  lay  weltering  in  our 
blood,  and  faint  from  defeat  and  difafter.  It  was 
an  a6l  of  unfilial  and  unmanly  artifice,  plotted  by 
the  bafeft  of  intriguers,  and  conceded  by  the 
weakeft  of  minlflers. 

That  this,  "  final  fettlement,"  was  impoffil3le 
to  laft,  and  that  it  did  not  require  the  mifcondu^ 
of  the  colonial  independent  parliament  upon  fub- 
fequent  events,  to  open  men's  eyes  upon  its  abfur- 
dity  and  danger,  I  am  ready  to  admit  ;  and  if 
the  injuftice  or,  folly  of  any  meafure  could  lhake 
the  competency  of  the  a6l,  I  will  admit  that  this 
might  be  invalidated  for  incompetency. 

Fortunately,  indeed,  the  independence  of  the 
Irlfh  colony  which  it  eftablifhed,  as  far  as  lay 
Vv'ithin  its  power,  was  a  nullity  and  a  cypher.  But 
the  dependence  of  the  native  upon  the  colony,  it 
did  fully  create  and  eftablin:i — an  adl  of  injuftiee, 
I  am  forry  to  fay,  v,  lilch  cannot  be  palliated  bv 
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the  general  condadl  of  the  colony  fcowar.^s  hira. 
An  a6l  which  carried  defpair  into  the  bofom  of 
the  catholics,  and  placed  theiF  only  hope  of  eman- 
cipation upon  the  affiftance  of  foreigners,  and  the 
misfortunes  of  this  country. 

It  feems  to  be  the  faO^iion,  to  under-rate  the 
capacity  and  underftanding  of  the  Roman  catho- 
lics of  Ireland  ;  but  though  the  igno'rance  and 
bigotry  of  the  lawer  elaffes  of  that  perfuafian 
are  no  doubt  the  caufe  of  many  excefles,  and 
the  inflrument  of  all,  I  cannot  difcover  that  the 
leaders  of  it  have  fo  conduced  themfelves,  as  that 
"we  fhould  contemn  or  look  down  upon  their  abi- 
lities with  a,'ny  confeious  pride  of  fuperiority. 
They  kne^?/  that  an  independent  Irifh  parliament . 

 ^they  knew  that  the  reprefentatives-  of  a  pro- 

.  tedant  colony,  would  not  and  could  not  d'are  to 
trufi:  the  immenfe  majority  of  their  nation  with 
an  equality  of  political  rights   and  condition. 
They  faw  that  v/hat  they  looked  for  from  the 
power  and  magnanimity  of  Britain,  became  bope- 
lefs  from  the  rsands--  of  fettlers,  whofe  weaknefs 
made  them  jealous  and  afraid.    They  were  too 
confeious  of  their  own  flrength,  and  too  fond  of 
their  title,  to  dcfivc  or  exped  .they  flriould  ever  be 
trulied  by  an  ufur-  cr,  whofe  force  they  d^fpifed, 
and  whofe  rigLr  they  difputed.    They  felt  them- 
felves abandoned,  and  turned  over  to  the  gene- 
rofny  of  a  handful  of  proprietors,  who  were  too 
powerlcls,  and  tqo  timid  to  be  merciful :  and  if 
the  independent  parliament  had  been  compelled 
to  make  the  conceffion,  they  wbuld  have  been: 
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too  fenfible  of  the  caufe  from  which  it  fprung; 
they  would  have  called  it  fear  and  not  libera- 
lity, and  they  would  hive  feized  the  proffered 
boon,  not  as  fatisfadion  and  content,  but  as  a 
ftep  in  the  ladder  of  their  ambition,  and  an  ad- 
vanced poft  in  the  march  of  revenge  ! 

Such  1  apprehend  were  the  fentiments  of  the 
catholic  and  the  coloniil  towards  each  other,  that 
rhere  could  not  be  a  greater  misfortune  to  the  one, 
or  injuftice  to  the  othfer,  than  the  reni-oval  of  that 
fupremacy  and  controtil  of  empire  in  Britain, 
y/hich  cQuld  alone  refpedively  maintain  and  re- 
prefs  fhem.  And  if  I  were  to  contemplate  the 
a6l  of  1782  ifi  no  other  point  of  view,  and  vvith- 
out  relation  to  the  internal  ftate  of  the  colony  it- 
felf,  1  (hould  not  hefitate  to  condenm  itj  upon 
this  account,  as  the  moil  unjnft  as  well  as  the  moft 
unwife  ijpon  the  fl:atute  book-  I  con fe is  I  fee  no 
inean-s  that  are  left  u.s  by  that*  ad  while  it  remains 
in  force,  (and  it  cannot  be  ref<  inded  Vvithout  the 
•confent  of  the  IriQi  parliament,)  of  putting  an  end 
to  thofe  calamities  and  crimes  that  have  liowed 
from  it,  except  in  this  meafure  of  Union  alone 
And  if  I  could  be  .brought  to  confider  it  with  leis 
difiike  and  avevlion,  it  would  be  becaafe  1  regard 
it  as  iiaving  prepared  and  accelerated  that  happy 
and  glorious  event,  by  the  evils  it  has  accumu- 
lated, and  by  the  legal  facility  it  has  created. 

I  fliail  Ibew,  before  I  conclude  thefe  reflex- 
ions, v/hat  are  the  pecniiar  aclyantages  it  oners  to 
the  Roman  catho^ie,  and  upon  what  motive.^ 
alone  it  appears  poilrbie  foi  him  to  rejed  it;  at 
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prefent  the  courfe  of  my  argument  leads  me  to  en- 
quire whether  the  final  fettlement  and  indepen- 
dence of  1782  have  been  more  favourable  to  the 
Britifli  colony  than  to  the  native  population. 

The  perfons  who  are  inclined  to  think  or  fpeak 
mofi:  favourably  of  that  aft  of  final  fettlement," 
are  thofe  who  confidcr  it  as^n  experiment  upon 
the  part  of  Britain,  whether  her  colony,  which 
had  feldom  conduced  itfelf  with  wifdom,  pru- 
denice,  or  jufiice  towards  the  native,  being  at 
length  entrufted  with  the  entire  dominion  of  the. 
country,  and  invefled  in  the  complete  legiflative 
authority,  would  be  able  or  willing  to  devife  any 
wifer  or  more  liberal  me  a  fu  res  for  the  general  go- 
vernment of  the  people.  But  befides  that,  it  is 
difBcult  to  connecl  the  w^ords  final  and  experiment  y 
it  fecms  more  natural,  if  we  are  to  fuppqfe  zny. 
free  confent  and  foreHght  at  all,  upon  the  part  of 
England  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  difaftrous  war,  to. 
fufpeft  that  it  was  not  intended,  by  the  govern- 
ment at  leaft,  to  furrender  the  imperial  rights  of 
the  parent  country  for  ever  ;  but  to  convince  the 
ignorant  ambition  of  the  colony  of  their  unfitnefs 
for  empire,  and  to  prepare,  as  has  been  already 
Hated,  their  fi'ee  and  formal  confent  to  their  in- 
corporation ;  while  in  the  mean  time  it  took  away 
from  the  independent  colonial  parliament  all  oc- 
cafion  and  pretext  of  charging  the  metropolitan, 
country  with  any  part  of  their  own  mifgovern- 
ment  or  inability  to  govern. 

But  even  this  hypothefis,  I  confefs,  appears  to. 
me  violent  and  improbable,  becaufe  all  the  real 
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and  cffedual  change  that  was  operated  iii  the  co- 
lony by  this  pretended  experiment  in  the  gift  of 
independence,  was  the  mere  fubftitution  of  influ- 
ence in  the  room  of  prerogative,  and  of  minif- 
terial  favour  for  parliamentary  controul.  The 
dependance  was  not,  nor  could  be  changed  ;  but 
the  mode  and  application  of  the  principle  v/ere 
adopted  to  a  new  and  a  worfe  pcfition,  and  trans- 
ferred from  the  conftitution  to  the  trcafury.  De- 
pendence is  the  natural  and  the  neccfiary  order 
for  every  colony  that  ever  wss  or  can  be  planted, 
fo  long,  at  leafl,  as  it  requires  the  aid  and  protec- 
tion of  the  parent  country  ;  and  to  give  it  the 
Tiame  and  qualification  of  independence,  while 
nature  and  necefhty  forbid  the  fubflance  o£  the 
thing,  is  to  betray  and  expo fe  it  to  corruplioil, 
and  all  the  bafe  and  little  paffions  of  avarice  and 
left-handed  ambition.  Did  the  Irifn  colony  re- 
ceive nothing,  then,  by  the  a6i:  of  1782?  "Did 
we  confer  nothing  by  this  high-founding  term  of 
independence  ?  Unfortunately  w^e  gave  a  fatal 
boon,  the  kindncfs  of  which  will  be  better  con- 
jedured  than  explained,  v/hen  Vve  confider  the 
prefentftate  of  the  independent  parliament !  There 
arc,  or  there  were  at  the  time  when  the  union  was 
firft  propofed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  one 
hundred  and  fiXteen  placemen  in  that  Ail'embly, 
whofe  complete  number  does  not  exceed  three 
hundred.  1  will  not  comment  upon  this  blufliing 
text,  nor  will  I  fearch  into  the  red -book  of  the 
civil  lift  of  Ireland.  I  wifh  only  to  be  under- 
|lood,  and  I  draw  a  veil  ever  every  thing  that  can 
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difguft-orvinflame.  The  privilege  obtained,  there- 
fore, was  not  to  be  independent,  which  was  im- 
polTible,  but  the  privilege  to  be  paid  for  obedi- 
enc€,  wiiich  was  but  too  eafy.  Prerogative  had 
difappeared  with  the  ftatute  of  George  the  firf>, 
and  corruption  by  the  law-politic  had  taken  it$ 
place.  I  withdraw  my  eyes  from  this  filthy  fpec- 
tacle  ;  I  leave  to  others  to  detail  ;i  venal  peerage, 
and  penfioned  lubricity  ;  the  Empire  of  the  Cuf- 
tom-houfe,  and  commiflions  in  the  army  given  for 
fale  to  provoils  or  to  prieft§.  But  let  the  colony 
declare  if  this  be  the  independence  ihe  defired  iii 
1782  ?  If  thefe  he  the  bleffmgs  (he  afpired  to  ?  If 
this  is  the  fovereignty  fhe  aifefted  ? 

The  colony,  however,  gained  other  advantages; 
frorh  her  independence,  of  which  it  is  difficult  to 
appreciate  the  extent  and  the  value.  She  aug- 
mented the  number  of  her  abfentees  by  that  por=- 
tion  of  her  wealthy  and  ambitious  peers  and  com- 
moners whom  fhe  annually  deputed  to  court  pro- 
motion and  emolument  in  the  antichambersof  the 
Treafury,  and  the  drawing-room  ot  St.  James's. 
She  derived  an  addition  to  this  mighty  benefit  by 
the  defpair  and  revolt  of  the  catholic,  which  ren- 
dered refidence  altogether  impoffible,  or  converted 
every  feat  and  every  park  in  the  ifland  into  ^, 
camp  or  a  garrlfon.  Thefe  were  but  trifling  ad- 
vantages,  however,  of  her  independence,  for  it 
was  a  general,  comprchenlive,  and  pervading 
power  which  detached,  and  lobfened,  and  dif-^ 
folved  the  very  cement  of  her  civil  {late.  The 
tenant  became  independent  of  the  laadlord  ;  the 
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peafantof  the  farmer;  the  child  and  th6  wife  of 
the  hufband  ;  the  individual  of  the  laws,  the  mul- 
titude of  the  government.  It  tore  the  fubjed 
from  the  ftate,  from  morals,  from  cuftoms,  from 
religion;  it  armed  every  fe6l  againft  each  other; 
it  invaded  the  country,  and  it  ftill  invites  and  pro- 
vokes invafion.  \ 

Do  I  deny  or  palliate  the  participation  of  the 
Englifh  government  in  the  corruptions  of  the 
colony  ?  Neceffity  is  a  plea  I  vv^ill  never  fuftain  for 
fraud  or  force,  for  tyranny  or  fedu6lion.  But  it 
requires,  a  very  ftern  and  rigid  virtue  to  rejedl  it 
altogether  here,  where  the  alternatives  were  fo 
dangerous  and  fo  cruel ;  for  the  colony,  as  I  have 
already  fhewn  by  her  own  ingratitude  and  vio- 
lence, had  extorted  from  her  bleeding^  parent  that 
Pandora  gift ;  and  Qie  continued  to  abufe  her  fatal 
weaknefs  with  new  demands,  and  even  menaces. 
But  the  queftion  is  not  here  to  impeach  a  delin- 
quent, but  to  fhew  and  prove  the  body  of  the 
crime.  It  is  of  the  guilt,  and  not  the  guilty,  that 
we  are  enquiring  ;  but  if  we  fhould  fix  the  per- 
fon,  and  deliver  up  .the  criminal,  how  can  this 
"  independent"  Parliament  proceed  or  profecute? 
At  what  bar,  and  before  vv^hat  tribunal  can  it  im- 
peach him  ?  Do  you  not  fee  at  every  ftep,  how 
vilionary,  how  falfe  and  illufory  is  this  fatal  pre- 
fent?  This  independence,  which  corrupts  and 
cannot  fave,  which  betrays  and  cannot  proted, 
which  injures  and  cannot  even  avenge? 

We  hear  now,  indeed,  but  for  the  firft  time, 
and  from  thofe  m  ho,  till  now,  have  never  ceafed 
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to  deplore  the  v/retchedaefs  and  calamities  of  the' 
colony,  that  it  has  iniproved  and  thriven  fir^ce' 
her  boafted  acquifitioQ  of  independence  ;  or  as 
they  afft'61  to  call  it,  in  the  language  of  com- 
merce, infcead  of  policy,  fnice  the  diffblution  of 
the  partnerflilp.     But  both  their  alTertion  and 
their  term  are  falfe  and  ill-chofen  •;  for  it  is  eafy 
to  prove  (and  it  has  been  proved  beyond  the 
]!.ou'er  of  replication)  that  flie  has  improved  onlv 
where  the*  partnerfhip  remained  and  fionrifhcd, 
and  that  fhe  has  decayed  and  perifhed  vvhere- 
ever  the  connexion  has  expired,  or  been  fuf- 
pended.    She  has  improved  in  induftry  and  com* 
merce,  bccaufe  for  thefe  Hie  remained  dependent 
upon,  the  power,  the  tutelary  care,  and  genero-j 
fity  Off  England.    She  has  thriven  only  in  matters 
beyond  the  reach,  control,  and  authority  of  her 
independent  parliament,   and  there  only,  and 
precifely  fo  far  as  fhc  has  been  upheld  by  the  pro- 
vidence and  the  purfe  of  England.    Can  her  in- 
dependent parliament  prevent  the  legiflature  of 
Britain  from  repealing  the  duties  flie  impofes  upon 
foreign  competition,  or  the  bounties  Oae  grants  on 
the  re-exportation  of  Irifn  manufadlures  ^  or  are 
thefe  favours  the  gift  of  the  parliament  of  Dub- 
lin ?  The  caufe,  therefore,  of  this  profperity  is 
not   independence  ;    and  in  her  political  f^atc 
where  indeed  fhe-  has  diffolved  the  partnerlhip, 
and  become  as  independent  as  I  have  fhewn,  I 
Ihould  not  fear  to  afk  of  Mr.  G rattan  himfelf, 
whether  Ihe  has  improved  there  ?  If  fne  has — ^hev 
•folly  has  been  profperous  ;  .her  corruptions  and 
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her  mifgovernment  have  been  wife  and  happy 
Her  promifes  and  compromifes  wuh  the  catholic 
and  the  diffenter,  with  emancipation  and  reform, 
have  teen  prudent  and  juft  ;  her  confpiracies, 
her  infurredions,  are  fortunate  and  good.  If  fhe 
has  improved  in  her  internal  ftate,  it  is  becaufe 
rebellion  and  martial  law  are  advantages,  becaufe 
anarchy  and  murder  are  boons  from  heaven ;  be- 
caufe rape  and  maffacre,  and  pillage  and  fires, 
and  defolation  are  bcnefit$  and  bleffings  to  man- 
kind 1 

Now  I  would  afk,  if  it  be  po|Eble  to  devife  a 
milder  or  a  kinder  remedy  (oj  all  thefe  evils  (for 
as  fuch  I  am  perverfe  and  blind  enough  to  con- 
fider  them)  than  that  of  union  with  the  parent 
ftate  ?  With  ^  ftate,  whofe  manners  cannot  fail 
to  foften  and  civilize  this  wretched  and  exafperat- 
ed  race  ?  With  a  ftate  whofe  power  can  comprefs 
thefe  factions  j  who  has  ftrength  to  be  generous, 
and  courage  to  be  juft  ?  The  colony  has  learned 
in  a  bloody  fchool  the  vanity  of  her  ambition  ; 
ihefeefs  that  (he  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  indepen- 
dant  of  this  fuftaining  hand,  which  fuccours  and 
upholds  her.  Three  millions  of  natives  and  ca- 
tholics forbid  it.^  And  though  there  may  be  men 
of  ferocious  minds,  who,  would  exterminate  the 
natives ;  though  I  have  heard  an  atrocious  policy 
avowed  in  the  public  councils,  by  which  they  were 
to  be  armed^  and  let  loofe  upon  each  othei  ;  iho' 
I  have  heard  the  offer  of  union  condemned  as  a 
remedy  inadequate  to  the  evil^  and  the  ialvation 
of  the  few  aflerted  to  depend  upon  the  extirpation 
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of  the  majority  ;  that  the  catholics  muft  be  extin- 
gulfhed,  and  put  out  ;  that  not  a.  fingle  Rohilla  of 
them  all  can  be  left  with  impunity  ;  though  I  have 
heard  thefe  fanguinary  dodrines  pollute  the  walls 
of  a  Houfe  of  Parliament,  I  am  fatisfied  they  are 
confined  to  a  very  few  breail«;  not  wickeder  than 
ihey  are  weak.  1  think  the  Bntifli'  miniflry  are 
entitled  to  the  highefi:  praife  for  the  candour  and 
the  loftinefs  of  their  councils,  I  think  the  attempt  is 
worthy  of  the  great  and  generous  nation  over  which 
they  prefide ;  and  as  it  appears  to  me  impoffible 
to  reconcile  the  native  and  the  fettler  without  in- 
corporating  the  whole,  and  adopting  them  both 
into  the  virtues,  the  moderation,  and  the  magna- 
nimity of  Britain,  I  am  defirous  of  giving  to  this 
mieafure  of  theirs  the  futllcft  and  moft  unqualified 
applaufe  and  approbation.  Independance  is  out 
of  the  queftion  ;  it  is  of  the  forms  of  dependance 
that  it  is  alone  important  to  enquire,  and  if  I  knew 
of  any,  milder,  more  liberal,  and  more  beneficial 
to  Ireland  than  union  is,  that  form  of  dependance 
I  would  prefer  and  offer  for  the  government  of 
our  colony.  For  it  is  only  when  the  colony  and 
the  natives  are  united  and  loft  in  each  other,  that 
the  Anglo-Irifli  will  ceafe  to  be  dependant.  It  is 
then  that  they  will  fufe  and  blend  together  with 
the  empire  at  large,  and  become  as  indcpendant 
as  Scotland  is,  or  Yorkfhire  or  Cornwall. 

It  is  w'iih  confide rable  pain  and  difgufl  that  I 
dwell  upon  thofe  obftacles  to  the  accomplifhment 
of  this  generous  plan,  w^hich  appear  to  me  as  the 
moft  powerful  and  efleclive  in  the  minds  of  our 
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own  colony,  and  of  the  Roman  catholics  of  Ire- 
land. For  as  to  the  motives  of  the  United  Irifh- 
men,  it  were  abfurd  in  their  oppofition  to  feek 
for  any,  but  their  love  of  anarchy  and  confufion, 
their  projed  of  pillage  and  revolution,  and  their 
devotednefs  to  any  caufe  and  any  power  that  can 
protrad  the  miferii;s  and  convuliions  of  their  coun- 
try. To  fearch  for  political  objedls  in  the  bofomiS 
of  conf|)irators  who  have  none  but  to  prolong  their 
crimes,  and  procraftinate  their  punifhmeut  ;  ^vho 
feek  in  revolt  revolt  only,  and  in  evil  evil,  's  to 
put  pien's  reafon  to  a  harder  tafk  than  is  neceilary 
or  pradicable  with  fuccefs« 

Certainly  it  would  not  be  poffible  For  any  great 
part  of  the  Britifh  fcttlers  in  Ireland  to  prefer  their 
prefent  ftate  of  anxiety  and  fuflfering  to  the  plan 
of  union  and  incorporation  that  i§  held  out  to 
them,  unlefs  there  lingered  in  their  mind  fome 
hope  or  longing  after-another  ilfue  of  their  prefent 
difficulties  and  evils-  It  is  the  Jacobin  of  nature 
only,  that  delights  in  the  continuation  of  the  pre- 
fent wretchcdnefs  ;  but  I  am  afraid  there  is  a  Ja- 
cobinifm  of  policy,  which  induces  fome  men  to 
bear  w  ith  or  prolong  evils  fufceptible  of  an  earlier 
termina  ion,  in  the  hope  of  more  advantage  to 
themfelves,  or  greater  triumph  in  the  iffue.  I  con- 
fefs  I  fear  that  there  are  amongftour  fcttlers  in  Ire- 
land fome  unrelenting  minds  who  expe6l  and  pre- 
fer another  conclufion  of  the  conteft,  and  very  dif- 
ferent from  ours  ;  the  horrible  principle  which  has 
been  dlfclofed  even  in  England,  induces  me  very 
ftroDgly  to  apprehend,  that  there  is  no  obftacle  in 
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a  part  of  the  colony  more  hoftile  and  formidable 
to  the  projeded  Union,  than  the  hope  of  being 
enabled  by  the  arms  and  treafure  of  the  mother- 
country  to  obtain  fuch  decided  and  definitive  fuc- 
cefs  in  the  civil  war,  as  to  enable  their  "  Inde- 
pendant  Parliament"  to  attaint  and  confiscate  the 
remaining  part  of  the  property  of  Ireland  not  ac- 
tually in  the  occupation  of  that  colony. 

I  know  this  ungenerous  and  fanguinary  fenti- 
ment  is  partial  and  limited  indeed ;  and  I  truft  the 
executive  and  paramount  authority  indefeafible  in 
England,  though  no  longer  legally  exifting  in  its 
legiflature,  will  never  fanftion  this  atrocious  and 
premeditated  fcheme  of  infatiable  avarice-,  and 
unnecefiary  revenge.    For  it  is  abfolutely  impofii- 
ble  to  fuggeft  upon  what  ground  their  private  ava- 
rice can  be  recommended  as  a  national  and  pub* 
lie  fcheme,  or  by  what  motives  our  colony  will  at- 
tempt to  induce  us  to  purchafe  for  them  through 
feas  of  guilt  and  blood,  this  cruel  advantage^  of 
treading  out  the  native  Irilh,  and  becoming,  in  a 
very  new  and  different  fenl'e,     independant"  of 
burfelves.    1  confefs  I  do  not  think  they  have  fo 
ufed  the  nominal  and  fiditious  independance  they 
enjoyed,  as  that  by  any  found  and  rational  policy 
we  could  be  authorized  to  concede  a  more  real  an4 
effedive  feparation. 

If  the  only  obftacle  to  union  in  the  bofom  of 
our  colony  is  this  criminal  and  flagitious  hope  of 
deriving  from  our  vidories  ^an  unjufl:  and  mifer- 
able  fuccefs  of  flavery  and  plunder,  I  am  fearful 
that  it  is  impoffible  to  affign,  after  every  allowance 
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for  paffion  and  for  prejudice,  a  bettef  or  a  mote 
paruonabie  plea  foi  the  rcfufal  or  the  filence  of  the 
catholic.  Revenge,  and  the  hope  of  prey,  are  his 
Bndifguifed  motives  ;  and  he  is  only  fo  far  lefs  ab- 
furd  or  lefs  guilty  than  the  cclonift  I  have  defcribed, 
as  he  believes  himfelf  fo  have  a  right,  according  to 
the  dodrines  of  imprefcriptibility,  to  polfefs  the 
lands,  which  no  time,  no  length  of  polTeffion  can 
alienate,  no  acquiefcence  transfer  ;  and  as  he  relies 
for  his  hopeof  fuccefs  upon  a  goverhttient,  which 
as  it  were  from  the  verv  center  and  focus  of  robbery, 
adopts  and  afliils  eve.y  iyf  em,  and  every  Ipecies  of 
plunder,  every  attack  upon  every  pofefiion,  every 
innovation  of  right  and  principle,  and  law  and  pro- 
perly. 

I  think  neitlier  of  thrfe  hopes  will  be  crowned 
wfth  fuccefs,  becaufe  the  Britilh  government  will  ne- 
ver efpoufe  the  crime  of  the  colonill,  and  becaufe 
the  French  direftory  will  never  be  able  to  gratify 
the  vengeance  and  the  avarice  of  the  catholic.  The 
catholic  republic  may  found  well  in  the  ears  of  ine- 
bnated  rebels,  whofe  crimes  have  cut  them  off  from 
Sheir  country  as  long  as  it  fhall  be  adn-.iniftered  un- 
der  any  form  of  government,  under  any  order  what- 
soever. It  may  found  well  and  lofty  in  the  ears  of 
Ignorant  and  inflated  confpirators,  and  the  abfurdity 
and  folecilm  of  the  term  itfelf  may  not  be  difcovered 
by  mmds  confounded  by  their  terrors,  :;ad  furious 
from  their  crimes. 

The'  Cat/jo/kRej>ul>licr  at  another  time  I  ftould 
be  tempted  to  alk  |iow  a  catholic  republic  could  ex- 
ift,  or  how  could  it  be  projefted  by  men,  who  in 
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all  their  dreams  of  innovation  and  reform  have  had 
no  vifion  of  a  prefbyterian  monarchy,  or  a  democra- 
tical  nobility.    The  ^  Catholic  Republic  V  and  what 
is  to  become  of  the  hierarchy  ?  what  of  indefeafible 
fuccellion  ?  But  this  abfurd  and  contradidory  term 
may  teach  us  fomething  ;  it  betrays  the  meafure  of 
their  capacity  for  whom  it  is  defigned ;  it  fhows 
how  low,  how  ignorant,  how  obtufe  is  the  dupe, 
how  mean  the  viftim,  the  priefls  of  anarchy  prepare. 
A  catholic  republic  !  what  ?  by  the  fide,  and  under 
the  wing  of  a  republic  of  atheifts  ?  A  catholic  re- 
public guaranteed  by  the  ex-bifhop  Talleyrand,  and 
the  doating  theo-philanthropift  Lepeau  ?   What  I 
will  the  titular  bifhops  of  Ireland,  will  men  of  learn- 
ing, humanity,  and  piety,  do  homage  to  the  fee  of 
infidelity,  and  receive  the  ring  and  the  crofier  froni 
the  apoftate  Syeyes,  or  from  Ali-Buonaparte  ?  Do 
they  not  fee  this  catholic  republic  is  a  republic  of 
chairmen  and  fruit-pickers  ?  That  it  is  the  defpotifm. 
of  ignorance  and  ftrength,  of  brutal  vices,  and  of 
numbers  ?  That  it  is  the  downfall  of  all  rehgion,  and 
of  all  order  and  gradation,  the  pillage  of  property, 
and  the  firft  half  only  of  a  revolution  ? 

Surely  the  virtuous  catholic  will  prefer  even  the 
exifting  order,  and  the  exifting  oppreflions,  to  this 
fpecies  of  emancipation  and  liberty.  He  will  not 
trample  on  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  for  a  licenfe  to  trade 
in  municipalities  and  departments :  he  will  not  deny 
or  abjure  his  faith,  to  traffic  in  anarchy  and  repub-  » 
lies  ;  and  he  will  rather  try  at  leaft  this  new  and 
kinder  order,  this  chriRian  union,  by  w^hich  he  is 
Galled  into  the  free  privileges  of  an  Englifhman, 
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and  placed  by  the  fide  of  a  fifter  and  a  tolerating 
church. 

It  is  impoffible  to  fuppofe  that  a  greater  duty  can 
ever  be  laid  upon  men,  than  what  has  nowfallen  upon 
the  fincere  and  enlightened  catholic  of  Ireland.  He 
has  revenge  and  hopes  of  intereft  to  facrifice  in  the 
caufe  of  God  and  man  ;  but  revenge  is  almofl  fatia- 
ted  in  feas  of  civil  blood,  and  his  hope  of  civil  ad- 
vantage, is  the  pillage  of  a  wreck  in  which  he  runs 
the  common  danger — He  has  early  prejudices  to 
conquer  ;  but  adverfity  is  a  great  teacher,  and  the 
ivholefome  leffons  of  calamity  ftill  vibrate  on  his  ear 
—a  great  change  is  propounded  to  him,  and  he  is 
calkd  to  the  rights  of  citizenfhip,  not  by  the  defpe- 
fate  cry  infidels  and  regicides,  but  by  the  free, 
fpontaneous,  and  liberal  voice  of  a  great  and  chrif- 
tian  kingdom,  fpeaking  his  own  language,  governed 
by  the  fame  laws,  having  the  fame  interefts,  the 
fame  mutual  relations,  the  fame  endearing  bonds, 
the  fame  defence,  and  the  fame  neceffity — by  a  king- 
dom to  which  he  is  united  by  the  natural  order  be- 
fore the  poHtical,  and  by  the  divifion  of  the  globe 
itfelf,  before  the  civil  inventions  and  relations  of  fo- 
ciety. 

His  duty  and  his  real  intereft,  I  think  it  cannot 
be  denied,  are  evident  upon  the  fame  fide.  His  re- 
ligion is  not  lefs  threatened  than  the  ftate  and  pro- 
perty of  the  colony.  Will  he  fufFer  the  proteftant 
to  take  the  lead,  and  to  do  that  for  his  temporal 
good,  which  he  himfelf  fhall  negled  or  oppofe, 
though  for  his  eternal  good  r  Will  he  delay  to  un- 
deceive an  ignorant  population,  that  look  up  to  him 
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for  inflru£lion  and  example  ?  Will  he  defer  to  unfurl 
the  facred  banner,  and  to  call  back  the  deluded  re- 
bel from  the  colours  of  Infidelity  ?  Will  he  refufe  to 
tell  him  that  he  is  deceived  and  mified,  and  that  the 
fole  danger  he  ought  to  apprehend  to  his  religion,  is 
from  his  infidel  aUies,  from  his  impious  confede- 
rates, the  perfecutors  of  God  and  man,  who  h^ve 
fworn  to  extirpate  it  from  the  earth,  and  crufli  the 
crofs  to  duft  ? 

If  any  v/ell-difpofed  and  enlightened  Irifhman,  of 
either  religion,  is  averfe  to  the  Union,  I  think  it  is 
incumbent  upon  him  to  fiiew,  either  that  the  prefcnt 
order  of  things  is  good  and  defirable  in  itfelf,  or 
elfe  that  it  is  capable  of  modification  and  amendment. 
But  th^e  are  taflvS  I  am  confident  no  fi^ch  perfon 
will  uRdertake  ;  the  firft,  becaufe  the  direct  converfe 
is  palpable  and  confe^ed  ;  and  the  fecond,  becaufe 
the  confpirators  themfelyes  have  declared  upon  oath, 
and  in  contemplation  of  death,  that  no  modification 
pr  change,  no  reform  or  emancipation,  will  fatisfy 
or  appeafe  them.  Their  fanaticifm,  is  of  a  higher 
order  j  they  will  accept  of  nothing  but  this  very  ca^ 
tholic  republic,  under  the  protection  of  the  atheiil 
republic  ;  and  to  be  a  free  and  imperial  part  of  ^ 
chriilian  empire,  neither  meets  their  devotion,  nor 
gratifies  their  ambition. 

Another  reafon  why  fuch  a  p^r/on  will  not  fupport 
che  argument  of  modification,  is  this :  becaufe  he 
knows  ^he  unhappy  viftims  of  the  refined  malice  of 
republican  atheifm  are  led  away,  not  by  the  hope  or 
wuij  of  reform  or  emancipation,  but  by  fuggeftions 
that  their  religion  is  in  danger  j  becaufe  he  knows 
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the  cruel  power  of  artifice  and  defign  upcn  the  devout 
and  agitated  bofom  of  poor  and  honed  ignorance, 
htrifitihg  ail  things,  fiiffering  all  things,  and  daring 
all  things  in  the  caufe  ft^ppofed  of  religion. 

I  am  not  often  tempted  to  ufe  hard  words  ;  but 
if  ever  there  was  a  devilifii  artifice  on  the  earth  ;  if 
ever  there  were  any  wickednefs  more  near  an4  natu- 
ral to  hell  itfelf  than  ether  crimes  and  atrocities,  it  is 
this  foul,  unrelenting,  cotnmon  mockery  of  both 
perfuafions,  this  cruel  faci  ificeof  chriitian  blood,  by 
the  inftigation  and  malice  of  infidelity.  It  is  the 
arming  of  religious  feds  at  the  bidding  of  impiety  ; 
it  is  the  malTacre  chriflians  by  the  pradice  of 
atheifts. 

That  this   order  therefore  can  never  fhand  is 
made  certain,  by  the   hatreds  it  engenders,  by 
the   factions  that  attack  it,   by   the  convidion 
itfelf  of  its  approaching  fall.    But  that  the  pre- 
carious and  partial   connexion  between  the  two 
iflahds  cannot  laft  upon  the  prefent  footing,  is 
not  fo  clearly  deducible,  from  the  experience  of  the 
paft,  from  the  debates  in  Ireland  upon  war  and 
peace,  and  the  feparating  policy  of  its  parliament  in 
the  regency  bills  ;  as  from  the  nature  of  the  thing 
itfelf,  and  the  real,  necelTary,  and  indefeafible.de- 
pendanceof  Ireland,  in  fpite  of  the  legal  and  formal 
independence.    The  prefent  order  is  at  war  with  the 
,order  of  nature,  and  the  law  of  neceflity  ;  and  whe- 
ther it  fhall  be  overthrovv-n  or  not  by  a  feparate  re- 
gency, or  by  contradiclory  votes  upon  peace  and 
war,  it  only  exids  at  all  by  being  conftantly  evaded, 
and  in  exacl  proportion  to  the  violence  it  receives. 
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In  times  of  tranquillity,  (if  one  might  dream  of 
thofe)  it  mufl  be  tamed  by  corruption  into  the  con- 
trol and  obedience  of  England  :  in  war  it  mufl  ei- 
ther partake  of  force  in  the  dangers  of  England,  or 
be  fubdued  by  her  as  her  firft  and  moft  dangerous 
enemy.  It  is  fufpended  altogether  by  the  prefent 
divided  ftate,  and  the  colonifts  having^thrown  them- 
felves  into  the  arms  of  their  parent  country,  for 
protection  againft  France,  and  againfl:  the  nation 
where  they  have  fettled,  have  fully  proved  how  im- 
poflible  is  the  reality  of  independence,  and  how 
dangerous  the  illuficn. 

That  the  prefent  order  cannot  laPi,  and  ought  not 
to  be  re-eftabliflied,  arifes  alfo  out  of  the  ftate,  dan- 
gers, and  necefiities  of  England  herfelf.  It  is  im- 
pofilble  for  her  to  adopt  as  any  part  of  a  fettled  and 
permanent  policy,  the  protedion  of  her  colony  un^ 
der  the  prefent  circumftances,  and  to  afFe£l  to  hold 
her  up  in  every  danger,  commotion,  and  general 
infurredion,  to  which  this  fatal  fyftem.  expofes  her. 
It  were  better  for  Enrland  that  her  colonv,  and  the 
whole  ifiand  of  Ireland  were  precipitated  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  ocean,  than  that  they  fliouid  remain  to 
her  the  charge,  the  danger  and  the  diftradion  they 
have  been,  in  a  war  in  which  (lie  pOiTefted  no  hope 
of  efcape  or  victory,  no  chance  of  falvation,  but 
Unanimity.  It  were  better  Ireland  were  blotted 
from  the  map,  and  expunged  from  the  lift  of  na- 
tions, than  that  (lie  fhould  remain  this  diverfion  of 
our  power  and  force,  this  arfenal  of  attack  and  in- 
jury, this  fource  of  danger  and  annoyance,  and  this 
devouring  gulph  of  our  blood  and  refources. 
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It  refults  clearly,  and  beyond  the  power  of  equi- 
vocation to  contradi£l  or  evade,  that  if  the  fettle- 
ment  of  1782  wctq  final,  if  it  were  meant  and  de- 
figned  not  only,  as  i  think  it  was,  by  the  two  par- 
liaments who  contraded,  but  by  the  minifters  who 
planned  it,  as  a  definitive  fettlement ;  1  fay,  it  refults 
clearly  in  point  of  fad,  that  the  minifters  and  the 
parliaments  have  been  deceived  ;  that  it  has  not 
proved  what  they  inteoided ;  thai:  it  has  not  pro- 
duced the  effed  they  had  in  contemplation  j  and 
that  they  did  one  thing,  while  they  Itipulated  ano- 
ther. Inftead  of  a  final  fettlement,  they  procured 
eternal  feuds  and  rebellion^ — inflead  of  independ- 
ance,  a  corrupt  dependance — inftead  of  imperial 
identity,  diftinct  regencies  and  contradidory  titles 
in  the  crown  itfelf,  with  difcuffions  upon  war  and 
peace— -inftead  of  content,  commotion— inftead  of 
order,  treafon — inftead  of  gratitude  and  affedion, 
and  tranquillity,  foreign  counfels,  bloody  confoi- 
racies,  and  general  infurredion. 

What  then  are  thefe  final  contrads,  which  no 
miftake  nor  error,  no  repentance  nor  experience  of 
ill  can  loofen  or  unbind  ?  What  are  the  grants, 
which  neither  deception  in  the  giver,  nor  injury  to 
the  endowed,  can  defeat  or  avoid  ?  Shall  an  impro- 
per grant  of  the  crown  be  fet  afide  in  the  courts  of 
law  for  want  of  the  prefumed  information  in  the 
fovereign,  and  an  ad  of  ftate,  in  which,  nations  are 
deceived  and  mifled,  be  perpetual,  in  fpite  of  expe- 
riment and  remorfe  ?  Are  the  people  of  Ireland 
ijiafTacred  and  ftarved  ?  Is  England  exhaufted,  and 
expofed  to  every  wound  of  war  and  infurredion, 
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and  yet  we  mud  lland  to  the  condition  ?  Wc  niuft 
inherit,  in  fpite  of  our  own  difclaiai ;  we  muO:  take 
unwilling,  the  benefit  of  the  entail,  and  enjoy  the 
fee-fimple  of  our  calamities  ?  Would  I  break  then 
the  treaty  we  have  figned  ?  Would  I  violate  the 
faith  of  parliament?  Would  I  refume  the  control 
we  have  abandoned,  and  the  independence  to  which 
we  have  fubfcribed  ?  I  would  not  do  it ;  becaufe  we 
can  do  better,  becaufe  we  can  incorporate  and  admit 
Ireland  into  our  own  imperial  ftate ;  becaufe  we 
can  advance  initead  of  receding  ;  becaufe  we  can 
confer  advantages,  and  privileges,  and  lafety,  .and 
perfect  liberty,  inftead  of  returning  to  the  crude 
Itate  of  colony  and  metropolis — becaufe,  inftead.of 
dependence  and  protedion,  we  can  offer  Union  and 
identity  of  power  and  (late  ;  inflead  of  inferiority, 
participation  ;  inifead  of  humiliation,  glory.  But 
would  I  do  it  in  any  cafe,  and  under  any  ciycum- 
flances  ?  It  is  .not  left  to  do — it  is  done  already  by. 
necellity,  an.dthe  nature  of  things  themfelves,  which- 
parchments  cannot  alter.  But  1  would  do  it.  By 
what  law  ?  By  what  right  ?  Not  for  error,  not  for 
incompetence — -but  by  that  law  which  Heaven  itfelf 
has  ordained,  that  the  fafety  of  (he  people  fhould  be 
the  law  fupreme;  by  that  eternal  paramount  au- 
thority, by  which  every  lawful  conftitution,  undei* 
every  form  and  name  of  human  fociety,  holds  at 
every  moment,  the  full;  abfolute,  entire,  and  perfed 
fovereign  right,  (with  its  correfpondent  duty)  to 
redrefs  every  evil,  to  provide  for  every  emergency, 
to  defend  the  people  from  every  danger,  and  to 
fuccour  them  under  every  calamity, 
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The  more  I  examine  the  ancient  policy  and  con- 
duft  of  England,  with  regard  to  Ireland,  1  beg  leave 
to  repeat  it,  the  more  kind  and  generous  I  find  it 
towards  the  colony,  and  I  think  her  only  real  re- 
proach has  been,  neglect  of  the  natives  :  even  row, 
that  the  mifgovernment  and  misfortu!nes  of  the  co- 
lony fecni,  perhaps,  to  call  for  ads  of  rigor  and 
forfeiture  ;  what  i^  the  condud  of  the  parent  ftate, 
and  what  the  language  fhe  holds  to  her  libertine  ? . 
Does  {he  refume  her  charters  ?  Does  (he  cancel  her 
grants  ?  Does  fhe  revoke  the  independence  he  has 
extorted  from  her,  or  place  him  in  a  Itate  of  pupil- 
age again  ?  No.  She  intreats  vmh  maternal  fond- 
nefs  to  draw  clofer,  for  the  common  benefit  and 
fafety,  thofe  bonds,  which  have  always  knit  them 
together  in  intereft  and  affedion.  She  defires  but 
to  confirm  and  flrengthen  that  real  union,  wdiich 
has  always  fubfnled  between  them,  in  fpite  of  politi- 
cal names,  and  legal  diftindions.  Slie  wilhes  to 
proted  him  fliil,  but  with  more  efficacy  and  vigor, 
and  to  be  able  to  extend  her  beneficence  to  three 
millions  of  wretched  natives,  v/hom  he  cannot  op- 
prefs  but  with  her  arms,  nor  deliver  but  with  his 
own  ruin.  But  what  are  the  terms  of  this  protedi- 
on,  and  what  th^  price  fhe  fets  upon  her  beneficence?. 
Is  it  the  furrender  of  territory  ?  Is  it  taxation  ?  Is  it 
the  abandonment  of  any  good,  or  of  any  power  ? 
America  complained  that  fhe  was  taxed  without  re- 
prefentation,  but  Ireland  is  invited  to  fend  an  hun- 
dred commoners,  and  an  equal  proportion  of  her 
peers.  But  is  not  this  number  adequate  and  fuffi- 
cient  ?  Scotland,  with  more  than  double  the  popu- 
lation 
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Uuionof  the  colony  (for  the  nati\K  is  not  yet  repre- 
fented  at  all)  has  never  made  this  complaint.  She 
has  never  complained  of  any  combination  of  the 
Lnglifh  majority  to  opprefs  her  counties,  or  fufpect- 
€,d  fuch  an  injury,  more  than  Yorklhire  or  Cornwall. 
She  has  never  complained  that  her  people  did  not 
enjoy  their  full  proportion  of  public  office,  emolu- 
riient,  and  power,  and  of  the  favours  and  counte- 
nance of  the  crown.  Her  influence  in  the  Britifh 
cabinet,  on  the  contrary,  has  been  the  burthen  of 
Englifli  jealoufy,  the  theme  of  conitant  invective, 
and  fometimes  of  deep  and  ferious  accufation.  But 
England  has  never  been  accufed,  by  the  blackeH 
malice  of  irritated  recrinrlnation,  of  the  leaH:  injuf- 
ticejunkindnefs,  or  prejudice,  againlt  the  united  king- 
dom. What  juiL,  or  rather  what  pofTible  reafon  is 
there  for  Iveland  to  apprehend,  aga,in{L  the  experience 
of  a  whole  century  ?  Were  the  thoughts  of  Eng- 
land hoflile  and  defigniiig,  fhe  would  not  prefent  this 
Union.  She  would  fay  to  her  colcny— You  have 
libufed  and  mifgoverned,  and  are  incapabloto  go- 
vern, and  therefore  your  power  is  forfeited,  and 
your  right  reverted  ; — you  have  been  a  bad  mafcer, 
I  cancel  your  authority  ;—you  have  be^n  a  bad  child, 
and  I  diilnherit  you.  This  would  be  the  language 
of  the  angry  parent. — Let  us  lifien  to  her  accents 

Let  us  govern  together.''  Is  that  cruel,  or  oppref- 
iive,  or  unjuft  ?  "  Come  and  take  your  feat  in  my 
council  and  my  fenate  Is  that  hard  or  unnatural  ? 
V'  Come,  and  let  us  confult  together  for  the  com- 
mon caufe  in  the  imperial  fenate  of  both  iflands  ; 
depute  your  portion  of  wifdom  and  virtue ;  take^ 
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your  fhare  in  the^general  adminiftration  Is  tliis 
partial,  or  exclufive,  or  ungenerous  ? 

Is  it  ungenerous  in  England,  to  give  this  end  to 
the  local  calamities  of  Ireland,  and  call  her  to  the 
full  participation  of  Britifh  blejfTings  ?  Is  it  ungene- 
rous to  take  her.  ill  are  in  the  crimes,  and  accufe  her- 
felf  of  the  n-iifgovernment  of  her  colony  ?  and  in- 
ft'cad  of  taxing  it  with  ingratitude,  to  blame  her 
own  prepoftercjus  indulgence,  and  that  fatal  weak- 
nefs,  which  mifled  and  deceived  it  ?  which  granted 
a  boon  it  was  not  able  to  receive,  and  expofed  it  to 
fed udions  and  peiils  beyond  its  flrength  to  combat^ 
or  its  power  to  repel  ?  What  is  there  in  all  this  con- 
duct injurious  or  over-bearing  ?  Is  there  any  infult, 
as  a  part  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland  thought,  in 
offering  the  condition  of  Britons,  and  the  partici- 
pation of  empire  to  our  own  colony  ?  Is  there  any 
infult  or  any  injury  in  olfering  it  to  the  defcendant^ 
of  thofe  piativcs,  who  have  always  been  oppreiled  by 
our  colony,  and  done  homage  to  our  crown  ?  It  is 
not  a  French  incorporation,  it  is  not  a  republican 
fraternity  that  Britain  offers.  She  does  not  take 
their  magiftrates  as  hoftages,  nor  impofe  contributi- 
ons, nor  drag  away  the  youth  of  the  kingdom  in 
fetters  and  chains,  by  military  requifitions.  She 
does  not  enthrone  mechanics  and  felons  in  the  go- 
vernment, in  order  to  govern  it.  She  does  not 
throw  down  the  altars  and  ere6l  impiety.  She  does 
not  ordain  licentioufnefs  and  terror.  Vv^hat,  I  afk 
of  any  honeft  coloniil,  what  is  it  you  are  afraid  of? 
— Of  being  independent,  who  have  only  the  name 
and  milerable  mockery  of  indepcndance  ?  of  being 
in  tranquillity,  who  are  torn  and  tortured  with  ci- 
vil 
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Til  wars  and  hoRilc  invafioRS?  of  feeing  the  concli  ' 
tion  of  the  cathoHc  by  degrees  ameUorated  and  im- 
proved,  who  have  no  hope  of  a  momentary  reprieve 
and  fafety,  but  in  granting  him  a  complete  enianci- 
pation  ?  of  feeing  your  abfentees  encreafe,  whofe 
troubles  have  caufed  an  hod  of  emigration,  which 
can  never  return  into  your  bofom  but  with  Union, 
and  as  a  confequence  of  Union  ?  of  feeing  your  re- 
prefentatives  dependent  upon  the  imperial  cabinet 
of  the  united  realms,  who  have  now  in  your  repre- 
fentative  body  one  hundred  atld  fixteen  placemen; 
with  threefcore  and  ten  afpirants  of  the  law,  and 
with  all  this  a  fadious  ariftocracy,  which  outweighs 
even  your  corruption  ?  of  feeing  your  induflry  and 
your  trade  decline,  whofe  induflry  is  turned  to  the 
forging  of  pikes  and  the  lopping  of  trees,  and  the 
maiming  of  cattle,  and  the  i;nurdering  of  men,  and 
who  owe  all  your  trade  to  Britifh  confumption,  and 
Britlfh  bounties  ? 

To  the  catholics  of  Ireland,  I  think  Britain  does 
not  addrefs  a  lefs  kind  or  lefs  generous  language. 
She  does  not  tell  them — "  Y ou  are  incorrigible 
rebels,  whom  no  time  can  {'ohQn^  no  kindnefs  can 
fubdue but  fne  invites  them  to  fuch  an  order,  as 
will  comport  with  kindnefs,  and  permit  her,  with- 
out cruelty  to  her  colony,  to  place  them  on  the 
fame  footing  with  the  bed  and  faithfulleH:  of  her 
fubjecls :  as  will  melt  and  obliterate  all  memory, 
and  rancour,  all  invidious  diilindlons,  all  civil  and 
political  difference.  Of  the  candid  catholic,  I  will 
vSk  once  more,  if  he  expeds  emancipation,  and  a 
full  participation  of  power  and  fituation  from  the 
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colony?  If  he  expecbs  it  from  the.,  united  mongers 
that  deface  his  country,  and  have  fworn  that  they 
will  not  accept  emancipation  ?  If  he  expeds  the 
catholic  republic  from  the  atheill  ufurpers  of 
France,  who  have  overthrov/n  the  religion  and  the 
republic  of  their  own  couiitry,  and  overthrown 
every  religion  and  every  republic,  wherever  their 
crimes  or  thtiy  ari^is  have  led  tru.ir,  ^ 

If  he  expecVs  emancipation  from  the  parliameu': 
of  Dublin,  I  v.ill  aik  him  if  a  handful  of  men  can 
emancipate  a  mrltitude?  If  an  armed  regiment 
will  liberate  a  diiarmcd  hoR  ?  It  is  a  myftery  not 
very  profound,  tliat  fear  is  a  coward,  that  v/eak- 
nefs  cannot  confide,  rmd  that  injury  never  pardons. 
I  will  teii  hiai  plainly,  the  parlianieat  of  Ireland 
dcTts  not  ro-et  him  fiec.  h  is  the  imperial  parlia- 
u^;?ni :  it  is  the  power,  grcaintis,  and  iupcri')ril)' 
Q£  Eagland  Vvhich  alone  can  break  his  chait:s,  or 
contain  him  in  the  hril  tranfports  of  liberty.  It  is 
the  preponderance,  the  invuhierable  grcatuefs  or 
England,  which  eiiables  licr  to  be  gtrnerous,  and 
pern^its  iier  magnanimiry.  Will  he  reiufe  the  boon 
at  the  end  of  fix  centuries  of  calamiry,  of  fruitlefs 
firuggles,  iuid  tenacious  onpreilian  ?  Wid  he  con- 
frm  and  fortify  the  oath  of  rcprit-ved  or  expiring 
traitoi's,  that  h  is  not  liutriv,  but  revenge,  and 
plunder,  apd  revolution,  ti^at  he  fights  iorr  that 
ii  is  the  property  and  ihe  blood  of  tire  jMigliih  iet- 
tler  for  whivdv  he  thirds?  Will  he  give  tins  cruel 
right,  this  i^ciive  caule  of  t3raiiuy  to  ti}e  colony, 
rafter  he  has  abjured  the  Ui^rcy  and  the  inieiicrence 
of  the  metropolis  ?• 
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Surely,  for  ourfelves  at  lead,  it  is  morejuft  and 
wife,  that  we  fliould  eflay  to  quench  thefe  intermi- 
nable quarrels,  and  extinguifli  thefe  ever-fpringing 
evils,  in  Union. — Surely,  as  an  experiment  alone, 
it  is  better,  both  for  the  fettler  and  the  native,  thari 
the  prolongation  of  fo  many  crimes  and  calamities. 
— I  truft  it  will  be  tr'ied^  before  we  decide  once 
more  to  follow  our  vidorious  arms  with  bills  of 
confifc  tion  and  attainder — I  truft  it  will  be  tried, 
and  that  the  a£l  of  Union  will  be  an  a£i:  alfo  of 
amnefty  and  forgivenefs.  Since  it  is  clear,  de  fa^lo, 
that  our  colony  is  ftill  dependent  upon  us,  I  truft 
we  (hall  not  aid  nor  permit  her  to  repeat  thofe  ads 
with  which  flie  has  not  blulhed  to  reproach  us.— I 
truPc  it  will  be  tried,  not  only  becaufe  it  is  innocent 
and  merciful,  but  becaufe  it  is  politic  and  wife. 
For  confifcation  has  been  too  often  tried,  and  it  has 
failed  too  often  ;  but  Union  is  a  new  and  hopeful 
meafure.  In  Scotland  it  has  fucceeded  under  other 
aufpices,  and  triumphed  over  other  obilacles.  It 
was  then  a  mere  fpeculation,  but  it  now  furniflies 
experience  :  it  was  there  choice,  but  here  it  is  ne- 
ccffity.  I  fay  neceffity,  becaufe  the  alternative  that 
remains  is  fuch  as  nature  fickens  at,  as  humanity 
reje£ls,  as  inftin£i:  flies  from  :  becaufe  it  is  rebel- 
lion, and  military  government ;  becaufe  it  is  ini- 
prifonment,  and  torture,  and  fudden  execution ; 
becaufe  it  is  armed  profecutors  and  juries  of  fol- 
diers,  with  their  ferjeants  learned  in  the  law  ;  be- 
caufe it  is  the  curfew,  and  the  palfport-bill ;  be-- 
caufe  it  is  invafion,.  niaffacre,  and  rape,  and  pil- 
lage, and  conflagration  ;  becaufe  it  is  the  wretch- 
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fedeft  and  mofl  degrading  condition  of  humanity, 
the  moil  difgufling  feries  of  niifery  and  guilt,  the 
blackeft  and  moft  lengthened  fcene  and  proceflion 
of  crimes  and  fuiferings  that  ever  humbled  or  af- 
fiicled  man  ! 

It  has  been  faid,  that  the  colonial  parliament  is 
able  and  refolved  to  provide  a  remedy  for  all  thefe 
evils  :  that  they  have  turned  their  eyes  at  iaft  to  the 
barbarifm  of  the  people,  and  to  the  defers  and 
dangers  of  their  conilitution.  That  they  have 
difculTed  a  regency-bill,  and  are  preparing  a  na- 
tional inflitute  for  the  education  of  the  people. 
But  when  have  they  done  f o  ?  In  March  I7S9» 
After  they  have  rejected  the  Union,  they  are  at  laft 
fenfible  that  fomething  is  wanting  to  fecure  the 
Britifii  connexio?!,  and  to  render  the  condition  of 
the  native  tolerable.  But  are  thefe  remedies,  or 
only  confeflions  of  the  difeafe  ?  what  hope  of  a 
cure  is  there  for  him,  who  refufes  the  fpecilic,  and 
trufts  his  chronic  to  palliatives  and  delay  ?  I  wifh  to 
bring  this  point  to  the  mod  dire^l  and  cleareft  if- 
fue.  If  the  parliament  of  Dublin  can  emancipate 
the  catholics,  and  thinks  emancipation  prudent  and 
fecure  under  the  prefent  precarious  connexion  with 
Great  Britain  ;  if  the  parliament  of  Dublin  dares 
to  admit  the  native  to  equal  rights,  and  a  partici- 
pation of  the  indepenJant  legiilature,  then  let  them 
rejed  the  Union,  and  try  their  own  expedient. 
But  I  conflJer  every  man  who  does  rejed  it,  to  (land 
in  this  dilemma.  Either  he  mult  declare  for  en)an- 
cipation,  or  declare  that  he  is  contented  with  the 
prefent  condition  of  his  country.  Either  he  muft 
11  2  admit 
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admit  the  imnienre  majority  of  the  Irifh  into  the 
inde-pendant  parliament,  or  he  muft  prove,  that 
th^  iiidependant  parliament  is  competent  and  able 
to  govern  the  immenfe  iinreprefented  majority, 
and  does  govern  it,  with  tranquillity,  content,  and 
fuccefs.  But  is  it  not  both  nlore  prudent  and  more 
natural,  for  this  independant  parliament  to  melt 
into  the  imperial,  than  to  receive  the  Catholic  par- 
liament ?  Is  not  Us  independance  more  likely  to 
furvive  its  fufion  with  the  parent  ftate,  and  in 
the  arms  and  bofom  of  Great  Britain,  than  when 
its  doors  are  open  to  the  Catholic  majority,  and 
its  power  divided  with  three  nuilions  of  malcon- 
tents ? 

The  Catholic  enemy  to  the  union  1  imagine  to 
ftand  in  another  dilemma  of  equal  difficulty".  Ke 
muft  declare  that  "he  expeds  fomewhat  better 
than  emancipation,  oi  tbat  he  expedls  eman- 
cipation from  a  different  quarter.  And  though 
he  fbould  be  afhamed  to  make  this  criminal  con- 
feflion,  it  will  not  the  lefs  refu  t  from  his  filence 
and  affeded  neutrality: — nay,  it  will  not  the  lefs 
refult  from  the  denial,  or  the  difbelief  of  his  own 
fentiments.  Unhappily  for  men,  their  pafTions 
'keep  fecrets  from  their  heart,  or  their  heart  dares 
not  reveal,  or  fubmit  them  to  the  examination  of 
the  mind. 

After  having  dlfcufed  fo  minutely  the  motives 
interefts,  and  relative  fituation  of  the  colony  and 
the  catholic,  it  might  be  liable  to  mifconrirudlion 
jf  I  were  to  take  no  further  notice  than  I  have 
done  incidentally,  of  thofc  clubs  and  confpira- 
cies,  and  of  that  iaviiible  empire  exercifed  in  Ire- 
land, 
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land  by  means  cf  filiation  andcorrefpoiidence,  and 
fccret  oaths,  more  particular!)'  as  thefe  treafons 
and  dangers  have  reached  our  own  ftate,  and  per- 
vaded to  the  very  heart  and  metropolis  of  the  em- 
pire.   Yet  I  think  a  little  reflexion  will  fuffice  to 
fhew,  that  they  are  not  entitled  to  much  eonfider- 
ation  in  this  place  ;  and  that  in  referring  them  to 
the  general  condition  and  calam.ity  of  Ireland,  I 
have  confined  them  to  their  proper  fituation  ard 
importance.    For  certainly  the  catholic  and  the 
colony,  the  native  and  the  fettler,  are  refpedively 
entitled  to  our  care  and  protection.    They  are  the 
matter  of  Icgiflation,  and  the  objeds  of  policy  and 
iuftice;  they  compofe  the  civil  fiate.    To  recon- 
cile their  interefts,  to  adjuft  their  differences,  and 
to  render  them  happy  and  contented  with  their 
condition,  is  the  duty  no  lefs  than  it  is  the  obje6l 
of  government.    But  what  ftate  or  form  of  go- 
vernment can  admit  of  jacobinifm  as  an  element 
of  its  conftitution  ?  We  blend  democracy  ;  w^e 
blend  nobility ;    we  blend   monarchy.    But  to 
admit  hofiility  to  all  government,  and  to  every 
ftate,  to  all  power,  a^nd  order,  and  authority,  to 
every  clafs  and  every  form  of  the  adminiltration 
of  human  affairs,  as  a  quality  or  compotient  part 
of  a  regulated  fociety  ;  or  to  admit  the  revolu- 
tionary principle  as  we  admit  and  regulate  the 
three  powers  of  which  our  conftitution  is  com- 
pounded, were  of  all  errors  the  mofl:  fatal  and 
unwife.    I  have,  therefore,  thrown  it  out  altoge- 
ther, and  confider  it  not  as  a  limb,  or  part  of  the 
body  politic,  but  as  an  ulcer  and  a  plague.  I  think 
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the  jacobin  will  neither  be  contented  nor  fubdued 
by  the  Union,  nor  in  the  defeat  of  the  Union ; 
but  that  he  muft  be  fubdued  by  the  execution  of 
the  laws,  and  hunted  down  by  the  magiftrate 
wherever  he  is  found.  To  offer  him  a  govern- 
ment who  is  the  fworn  enemy  of  governments  ;  or 
a  conftitution,  who  hates  all  conftitutions :  to  ad- 
Uiit  into  the  ftate  the  common  confpirator  againft 
every  inftitution  and  every  form,  is  tomake  peace 
with  tygers,  and  treaties  with  Frenchmen.  Whe- 
ther, therefore,  there  fhall  be  Union,  or  a  pro- 
longation of  the  prefent  calamities,  the  United 
Irifhmen  will  remain  alike  to  be  put  down,  or  to 
be  put  out  by  the  colonial  parliament,  or  by  the 
imperial. 

In  this  point  of  view  there  is  but  one  queftion, 
—Which  is  the  moft  powerful  and  mod  likely  to 
put  him  down  ?  and  as  that,  which  1  confefs  ap- 
pears to  me  (under  the  prefent  circumftances  of 
both  countries,  and  of  all  countries  in  the  world) 
to  be  paramount  and  pre-eminent  above  every 
other,  I  addrefsit  with  confidence  neither  to  the - 
colony  nor  to  the  catholic,  but  to  both,  and  to 
every  virtuous  and  refleding  mind  of  both  perfua- 
fions,  ^nd  in  bctb  kingdoms. 

Lc77(ionj  Jpril, 
1799- 

FINIS. 


